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Let’s Hear it for Habakkuk!

hen the new council took office in June | shared with them

a few verses from a book of the Bible most of them had never

heard of, let alone actually read. The Old Testament book is

called Habakkuk (pronounced ‘hab-ah-cook’, and it is written
by a so-called minor prophet about the troubled times in which he lived some
twenty-five centuries ago.

We like to think of prophets as romantic figures, handsome, strong-faithed,
powerful leader-types, who stand up to the injustices of their times. But
Habakkuk is more like us; he was weary of the relentless power games and
pressures of society. He looked around and saw nothing but bad news, and
he told God that he’s sinking into despair pretty fast.

Sound familiar?

God’s response to Habakkuk’s world was
astounding for those times and His
response soothes today’s
beleaguered souls:

nations of the world!

Be astonished!

Be astounded! For

a work is being done
in your days that

B

God seems to be telling
our friend, and us, that
when you live a life of
faith, you'll see the
world with hope. Amid
death and destruction

“Look around you

you won’t beliegve.

Continues on page 2
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Summer
Worship Times

Sundays9:30 a.m.

Education Hour

Adult Forums and Sunday School
Resumes in the Fall

Sunday Schoditudents
are encouraged to attend
the 10:00 a.m. worship
aSNWAOS (KNERdzaK
message and then return to their
parents or to one of the Sunday
morning day care rooms.

Our Mission

We are called to awaken
GKS {LANRG 27

In ourselvesthrough a
commitment to a life of learning,
worship, and prayer.

In our community,by dedication
to the renewal of our family, our
neighbors, and the disenfranchised,
by the practice of our faith through
acts of justice, mercy, and kindness.

In our world, by nurture of
compassionate partnership with
diverse cultures to strengthen our
common faith, for the enrichment
of all people in Christ Jesus.

i BS admun@s y Qa
For a work is

Continued from page 1

and loss of every kind, faithful people see
God working on the fringes and deep in the
depths to restore the world and the people
init.

Maybe you're feeling like you’ve had enough
politics and unfulfilled promises. You might
want to cancel your newspaper subscription
that only seems to report bad news. You
might want to run away from it all or
medicate yourself into a joyful stupor, but
instead, listen to what God said to our
friend and what God says us today. “Look

Pastor Dave

around you. Look deeper. Amid the chaos
“Look aroufd’’ © ceep

and madness of life, there are people at
you at the work for peace, people who speak for
nations of the those who have no voice, people who give
world! Be without rec.ognition ar.1d serve without .

) compensation. There is hope everywhere!

astonished!

This isn’t ‘blind’ hope. It isn’t naive or
simplistic. This is faith daring the world to
do it’s worst and conquering it by refusing

bei ng done to bow to the false-gods of intimidation and
. lowered expectations. Amid the powerful
In your days forces of doom, the faithful see the world
that you through different eyes. \
won’ t b e | 1Lk &%o&’nd.yofj’! Hope is everywhere!
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Pastor Dave

Bonfire Churches sponsor
booth at the New Hope
Far mer s Mar ket

The Bonfire Churches will be hosting

a booth at the New Hope Farmer’s
Market on Saturday, August 21

(and select Saturdays in August and
September) from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
We will pass out literature about the
three Bonfire churches, offer free
bottles of water to thirsty shoppers,

and just help spread a little community
cheer. Volunteers are needed for this easy task.

See Jean in the church office for details and to sign up.\

g

Bonfire Ministry
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News at First

Special Nigerian Guest

Nigerian Rev. Dr. Peter Bartimawus will be coming to Minneapolis/St. Paul
on August 11 for one month. Many of us know Dr. Bartimawus and his wife
Fiyayina from his many visits while he was working on his PhD from Luther
Seminary. He is the former provost of Bronnum Lutheran Seminary and
continues to teach there. Pastor Peter will be with us for worship on
Sunday, August 22. Watch for special opportunities to greet and visit

with him after worship that day. \

Employment Opportunities

Part-time Church Custodian
Duties:

+ Maintain general building cleanliness, including both tiled and
carpeted floors

Keep bathrooms clean and stocked with necessary supplies
Assist with Meeting/event set-up as needed
Clean interior sanctuary and door glass as needed

Secure building upon departure

* &+ &+ + &

Empty trash and recycling daily — ensure that carts are at the curb at
the appropriate times.

#+ Other duties as assigned

Hours: 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Work days: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday.
Rate of pay: $12/hour.

If interested, contact Mariana Duffney at 763-537-4576 ext. 16. \

The @ABencho iibatnetfgriong!
A call committee for the new Organist/Choir Director is in place, ads are
running, networks are being tapped, and the interview questions are ready!

We have identified several strong candidates and will be evaluating their
performance and conducting abilities in August. The call committee will
recommend a finalist to the council by the middle of August, so we’ll be
ready to introduce you to your new leader in early September.

This is an exciting opportunity to reshape and transform how music
inspires and elevates the worship experience at First Lutheran.

Thanks for your patience, and please enjoy the weekly guest musicians
who are taking our wonderful new organ through its paces! \

First Lutheran
Church of Crystal
www.firstlcoc.org

763-537-4576
Fax: 763-537-0372

Office hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Staff

Pastor
David Folkerts

Director of Ministry Operations
Mariana Duffney

Secretary
Jean Brannick

Sunday School Superintendents
Carrie Adams
Jennifer Hernandez

Youth Director
Jessica Johnson

Wedding/Event Coordinator
Carol Johnson

Jr. Handbells
Sheryl Larsen

AV Tech
Angie Brannick

Custodian
Open

Organist/Choir Director
Open
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Bonfire: How ¢an a body function

unless its parts communicate?

“I am a friend to all

few weeks ago members and friends of

St. James gathered around a fire pit in our

parking lot. Some brought chocolate, some

brought toys, some brought music, and some
brought giant marshmallows. (Everybody brought
themselves.) The result was sticky, singing fellowship in
Christ. Each person that came made our gathering richer
and taught us more about Jesus that we could have
experienced or
understood alone.
We needed and
continue to need
each other to
know Christ.

This is all very
sweet and idyllic
until we disagree,
right? Most of us
can enjoy sugar

and camp songs

but when we get
into questions of
politics or
economics or
education the stakes
get higher. And the
topic of religion ...
well, forget it. Sadly,
religion is as divisive
as any other topic,
even more so
sometimes.

Often to avoid the conflict, we don’t mention our faith
when we are with others. We try to talk about anything
else — every other topic seems easier than this one! And
we live in fear that if people knew what we really
believed, we’d be cast out of the fellowship—the fragile
friendships that we have built.

But, what if we risked it? What if we took the leap (of
faith) to name the Name that brings us through each

wh o

—~—
. ——
f e ar (Pgalnill9:63). o Bonfire Ministry

day? What if we praised God publicly for the good things
and in the bad things? What if we realized that fragile
friendships don’t sustain us anyway?

God created us to be his Body! How can a body function
unless its parts communicate? Our three churches have
committed to having faith-based conversations with one
another, even when we disagree. We have committed to
forging a united
path in this world
where division
seems so much
easier. We are
working to show
the world that
despite our low
expectations of it,
faith can bind us
together.

Today let us name
Jesus where we
see him and let
him take care of
the fallout. He is
the only Friend
we can’t live
without. The end
result will be
stronger, more
vivacious, and
more interesting
relationships in
which Christ is
actively binding us together and pushing us into the
world. Let’s stop settling for a hidden faith and
experience the richness of fellowship that Christ wants to
provide for us. We three churches are on the right road
with each other, but let’s not stop here! \

In Christ,
Pastor Jill

10
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Stewardship Reflections

Stewardship is everything we do after we say | believe.

Taking care of

ow are you enjoying the summer? Let’s all neighbor. As Pastor Erick said in his sermon, if we love
thank God for giving us such a season. On God we cannot fail to love our neighbor.

behalf of the Stewardship Team, thank you
to everyone who has joined Simply Giving,
our automatic withdrawal program, which has helped
us avoid a deep slump this summer. The expenses
go on and juggling the bills gets harder, but out

of our abundance and
generosity we can keep it
all together, God willing.
To all of you who
support First Lutheran
in whatever way,

thank you.

God has given us
everything with the
command to take care
of itall. The many
ministries we have at
First Lutheran are a part
of the ‘taking care of>’
NEAR Food Shelf,
Dinner at Your Door,
Sharing and Caring
Hands, Lutheran World
Relief kits, Habitat for
Humanity, Youth
Ministry, Senior
Ministry, Garden Club,
Quilting, Prayer Chain,
Greeting Card Ministry,
Grief Support Group,
Music Ministry, home

To add to the above very impressive list, | would like to
see a Helping Hands Ministry started at First Lutheran
that would help members stay in their homes by
providing simple repairs for a donation to the church. |
know we are all busy but
we would all like to stay in
our homes. If there is
someone out there who
would like to take the idea
and run with it, please do.

Contentment is realizing
that God has already
given me all I need.
Therefore, | know I have
enough to share with my
neighbor wherever and
whoever she or he is. \

God is good....all the time.

Jackie Mortenson
Stewardship Chair

visitation, packages to the troops, a parish nurse, Sunday Ways we help take care of our neighbor: NEAR Food Shelf,
School and Bible Study leaders, Confirmation teachers, Dinner at Your Door, Sharing and Caring Hands, Lutheran
and funeral luncheon servers, all taking care of our World Relief kits, Habitat for Humanity, Youth Ministry,

Senior Ministry, Garden Club, Quilting, Prayer Chain,
Greeting Card Ministry, Grief Support Group, Music
Ministry, home visitation, packages to the troops, a parish
nurse, Sunday School and Bible Study leaders,
Confirmation teachers, and funeral luncheon servers.
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Summer Reflections with God

h summer! In Minnesota, a season to treasure and behold; a time to rest, a
time to meditate, a time to pray in the beauty and glory of what God has
made...the lakes and streams, the flowers and the trees...as He sends us rain
and sunshine to create a plush green earth and changing skies with
magnificent sunrises and sunsets....

A time to embrace each other in the genuine love for one another that God has taught us.
A time for family reunions and friendships renewed. A time of reflection, a time to be
quiet, a time to hear God’s voice through the wilderness as the Holy Spirit is forever
present within us. A time to remember the Sabbath and keep it holy and promise
ourselves that we will choose one day of the week to give God praise and thanksgiving for
all that He has made for us and gives us:

Linda Van Ryn “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a
Congregation President Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither
you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor
your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD
made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he
rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day
and made it holy” (Exodus 20: 9-11).

I return from my summer vacation with renewed energy and healing, renewed hope and
a strong belief in God’s people, through God’s grace, showered with God’s love. We each
are chosen to work in God’s kingdom here on earth as we are rejuvenated to continue to
engage in our Mission here at First with new energy!

My faith is what sustainsme. “ Now faith 1s being sure of wh:
of what we (Hebrewsld:t).\see”

In Christ,
Linda Van Ryn

“This 1s t
the Lord has

made, let us

rejoice and be
glad 1in 1t
(Psalms 118: 24).
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August 2010 Calendar
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Youth

Youth Mission Trip

The First Lutheran Youth Group went on a mission trip to
Cairo, lllinois the week of July 4-9 through Youthworks.
The youth had a great time getting to know each other
better, learning more about themselves, and most
importantly becoming closer to God. The youth entered
Cairo, Illinois with open hearts and a readiness to

serve. While the youth went on the trip with the intent to
help the people of Cairo, it didn't take long for the youth
(and adult leaders) to realize that they were the ones
being helped. The theme for the week was based off the
Bibleverse “ J e s us
[ e Johh 3:30).

mus t

The youth are already getting excited about next year’s
mission trip and are working on ways to bring what they
learned on the mission trip back home.

Thank you to all who supported this mission trip,
prayerfully and financially, we could not have done it
without you! Stay tuned for more information about the
mission trip in Septembers newsletter. \

Men

Fall Fellowship Dinner

The next Men’s Fellowship Dinner will be held on Sunday,
September 19 at 5:00 p.m. at House of Hope Lutheran
Church, 4800 Boone Avenue North, New Hope.

Dinner menu: Baked chicken with garlic mashed
potatoes and a “surprise” dessert.

For more information or to sign up, contact Al Anderson
at 763-537-1876. \

Women

It’s time to hit the back-to-school sales for
school kit items:

+ Notebooks of ruled paper approximately 8 x 10”
totaling 150-200 sheets (no loose leaf)

One blunt scissors
One 12” ruler with centimeters on one side
One pencil sharpener

Six new unsharpened #2 pencils

*« &+ &+ 4+ &

One eraser, approximately 2 12” long

# One box of 16 or 24 crayons, (No Rose Art)

b ¢ mustinecomg r e a § egirs of soap

We collected 367 bars of soap last year. Let’s top that this
year. Place the items in the collection box in the
Community Room. \

Fall Church Rummage Sale

As you clean for fall, set aside useable items for the church
rummage sale to be held September 30, October 1-2:
Knick knacks, books, CDs, DVDs, videos, games, jewelry,
and Christmas items as well as house ware items and
clothing.

Due to lack of storage space, please keep items at home
until that time. If you need help getting items to church at
that time, please let us know and we will arrange it. This
fundraiser is in lieu of a Fall Festival. \

General Board Meeting
The next General Board Meeting will be held Monday,
August 9 at 1:00 p.m. in the Community room. \
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Family Fun Festival

First Lutheran staff and the Stewardship team are
sponsoring a Family Fun Festival on Sunday, August 15
from 4:30-8:00 p.m. Play Bingo ($1 for three cards), win
prizes at the seed-spitting contest, water balloon toss, and
Jell-O-eating contest. Plus music and dancing, rodeo golf,
volleyball, bocce ball, bubble blowing, bean ball toss, a
raffle, and build-your-own sundaes ($1). Invite your
family and friends to this day of food and fun.

Tickets:

$6 (9 years old and older)

$4 (3-8 years old)

FREE (ages two and under)

Tickets available at the church office.

Proceeds benefit local missions, world missions,
and First Lutheran. \

NEAR

Food Shelf
School
Supply Drive
It is “Ba
School” they
NEAR Food Shelf ,
isin need ]

of school supplies. ¥

NEAR Food Shelf

will be distributing school supplies August 30 through
September 3 from 2:00—-4:30 p.m. each day. Our
congregation has been a big help in providing the needed
supplies.

School supplies needed:

two-pocket folders — red, yellow, blue and green
pencil-top erasers

pencil sharpeners with closed containers
scissors — blunt

washable markers — bold-fine point

highlighter pens

pencil boxes/pouches

calculators

*« &+ + + + + » » »

backpacks

Monetary donations are also accepted to purchase
backpacks for next year. If writing a check to NEAR,
be sure to put “school supplies” in the memo line. \

Greetings from St. Olaf, your urban partnership church,

nce again, | need to let you know how
much we appreciate your faithful
partnership and continued support.

This month, I need to share with you a
personal grief. On July 4 at 8:30 p.m., 16-year-old
Anthony Titus was shot and killed across the street
from our church. Anthony, his mother, Princess, and
brother, Jesse, are friends of my family. Anthony and
his brother are the same age as my kids and grew up
playing hockey together in our New Directions hockey
program. They are a committed Christian family and
attend Shiloh Temple in North Minneapolis. | can

think of only one word to describe Anthony—
beautiful. | can think of only one word to describe
the murder—senseless.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, stand firm in your faith,
as | will, for God will make a way. A memorial fund
has been established for the family: Anthony Titus
Memorial Fund, c/o Northeast Bank, 77 NE Broadway
St., Minneapolis, MN 55413.\

Peace,
Pastor Dale
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A Place in the Church for Women of the ELCA

ust as Jesus needed women like Joanna,
Susanna and Mary Magdalene to help further
his ministry, the ELCA needs a community of
women equipped to serve God’s people.

Many see Women of the ELCA and its predecessors as
historical institutions—something we have always had
but don’t necessarily need any more—or have reduced us
to quilt-making, altar guild, and other activities. To do so
is a failure to look deeper and to understand our mission
and purpose. Perhaps it is also to an extent a failure on
our part to describe well who we are and the principles
that guide us.

This community of women is a living organism and is
always moving to be God’s hands and feet in the world.
This organization is not simply a quilting society. Nor
are we something separate from the church. No, we

are a place in this church for women to discover and to
receive the resources they need so that they can refine
their gifts and equip themselves to do effective ministry
in the world.

Along with our purpose and mission we have a set of
principles that deeply ground our self-understanding as
set out in the Churchwide Women’s Organization
Constitution, Art. I11.

Equal Exchange coffee, tea, cocoa and baking
chocolate are available at First Lutheran. Equal
Exchange products benefit farmers and handicraft
workers in developing countries. \

“As a community of women
called and empowered by the
Holy Spirit, the participants
shall commit themselves to
full discipleship and oneness
in Christ.”

The first principle reminds
women everywhere of who we
are, whose we are and what
lies at the heart of all we do.
We do make quilts, health kits, provide service and Bible
study. We are also committed to discipleship, affirm the
gifts and worth of each woman, strive to be inclusive,
function interdependently, be flexible, seek a range of
voices in decision making, work toward wholeness in the
church, and claim an anti-racist identity.

Wouldn’t you want to be a part of a group like that? \

Adapted from Interchange, the churchwide newsletter
of the Women of the ELCA, March 2010

Tax-deductable advertising
Did you know that the revenue generated from
advertising in the newsletter makes this publication
possible at no cost to First Lutheran? Plus the cost of
advertising is TAX DEDUCTABLE.

Recently, Gina Shaughnessy, our church representative
from Liturgical Publications, Inc., is in the process of
updating the ads on the back of our newsletter.
Advertising is not limited to business owners. Ad space
can be purchased for businesses, families or to support
community service organizations such as battered
women’s shelter and the local food shelf. Ads also reach
beyond church members. You also receive online listing
when you purchase an ad, and the ads are accessible
through most search engines, such as Google.

For more information, call Gina at 952-852-4034 or
e-mail gshaughnessy@4L pi.com.

Thank those who are already advertising in the church
newsletter. We appreciate your support! \
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Family Fun Festival

Food and Fun for Friends and Family!
Sunday, August 15 from 4:30-8:00 p.m.

.

+ Bingo
+ Music and dancing
s
+ Seed-spitting contest "
+ Water balloon toss S >4

+ Jell-O-eating contest

+ Rodeo golf

+ Volleyball .
Tickets

$6 (9 years old and older)

$4 (3-8 years old)

FREE (ages two and under)

+ Raffle Tickets available at the church office.
¢ Build-your-own sundaes See page 9 for details.

+ Bocce ball
+ Bubble blowing

+ Bean-ball toss




