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edve talked a lot about 6Transformat*sond6 at
over the past couple of year :
this church. I suspect the mere mention of the word
transformation causes some of us to be fearful of what it

brings; mostly of the unknown. But, what if | offered you the comforting idea
that transformation of us as a church might mean a return to something so
basic, so simple that weo6Whatifbesngr | oo/l
transformed meant we got back to becoming neighbors, really good

neighbors again?
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Cover Story: Year Ochtredtomppge H Good N
This year, this whole year of 2010, I would like to propose that we focus
delightfully on being figood neighborsoé to each
us, and to the | arger church. Simple, but power

some study, some new thinking, and some very new neighbors.

We 6 r -enventimg evangelism this year. A new group of persons have formed

an evangelism team again. Wedre going to focus
good news about Jesus to those around us as if they were our neighbors in need

of some tools, some advice, some talents we have.

First, it means coming to understand just who our neighbors are. Next, it means
Pastor Dave doing some self-assessment of just what we really have to offer them. And
finally, it means choosing the best way we can find to put their need and our
talent together into some concrete acts of friendship and neighborliness.

These three steps wild]l be approached from one perspect
about good. ltds what good neighbors do.
Soon youol |l be seeing signs, wearing buttons, being of

obligation but because we want all of you to know the joy of being a good neighbor. Watch the
newsletter for updates and invitations.

Come on over! Therebds someolne wedd |l ove to have you me

Peace,
Pastor Folkerts

Lent 2010: A Journey
2T WY{S{FT 518020

The Lenten worship series begins
on Ash Wednesday, February 17
at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. and
continue every Wednesday
during the Lenten season. Coffee
and pastries will be offered after
the morning service. Lenten soup

suppers will start at 6:00 p.m. \
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Adult Forums
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

February 7: The Bonfire Churches

Pastor Dave and Council Members present how God is at work through
the collaboration of three churches for transformational ministry in this
northwest metropolitan area.

February 14: 2010 Year of the #fAGood Neigﬂwbor
Pastor Dave and other members lead this forum which explores how can we ) )
become good neighbors to our church community in new and different ways? Worship Times

Sundays8:00 and 10:00 a.m.

‘ ( \ After the 8:00 a.m. service

enjoy coffee and fellowship
in the community room.

Education Hour

Adult Forums and Sunday School
Sundays from 9:00-9:50 a.m.

Sunday Schoditudents
are encouraged to attend
the 10:00 a.m. worship
AaSNIAOS (KNRBdzAK GKS
message and then return to their

- arents or to one of the Sunda
Wednesday evening Pastor Swap fmmmg day care rooms, ’
This year we further our cooperative efforts between neighboring
ELCA congregations by sharing pastors for the season. Beginning with
Wednesday, February 24 a different pastor will be welcomed in our pulpit
for the evening worship service. (Pastor Dave will preach the morning We are called to awaken
service.) Each pastor will bring a message which deals with his or her own GKS {LIANRG 2F [/ KN
personal faith and offers a fresh perlﬁBu?s@lJegthYoﬁghé)n AWho do
This sermon series will strengthen the bonds between our congregations
and lead to further enthusiasm and engagement as the year progresses.
We thank all the pastors from these six congregations for their commitment
to this series. \

Our Mission

commitment to a life of learning,
worship, and prayer.

In our community,by dedication
to the renewal of our family, our
ighhors, and the enfra his D |

Lent 2010 A Journey bhepractlceg‘oa%rou

. . . . acts of justice, mercy, and kindness.
The Lenten worship series this year begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17 J y

with worship services offered both at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Pastor In our world, by nurture of
Folkerts will be preaching on this first day of Lent. We will have morning compassionate partnership with
and evening worship services every Wednesday during the season. diverse cultures to strengthen our

common faith, for the enrichment

The morning service will be followed by coffee and pastries. The evening o =[] el T S Tese

service will be preceded by our traditional soup suppers. The dinner starts
at 6:00 p.m. each evening with the worship at 7:00 p.m. \
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Small farmers, big thanks!

On behalf of all the small farmers in the Equal Exchange
Program we want to extend
your support in 2009.

Our purchases for the year were $2,685.55. This includes
all of the items we purchased to support our Habitat
House project which was to serve coffee every morning
for ten weeks to the workers at the house that was built
across from the church. This amounted to about 3,000
cups of coffee and lemonade.

We also received a grant from Lutheran World Relief and
Habitat for Humanity for our ground breaking ceremony.
Because we had to celebrate inside instead of in the
parking lot our turn out was not what we had hoped for
but was quite a bit more than Habit or Thrivent financial

Global Mission Support Equal Exchange products benefit farmers and
handicraft workers in developing countries. Equal Exchange coffee,
tea, cocoa and baking chocolate are available at First Lutheran.

had seen at this kind of celebration. The food that was left
aver iwas sefiitldavn to Caviryy ama Sharing harads, plus we
gave one and one half cases of coffee to the church for use
in the kitchen for fellowship events.

Also in 2009, we started serving Equal Exchange coffee on
Sunday mornings between services and in our church
kitchen for community events.

A big plus this year was all of the baskets we sold for

the holidays. Please remember us if you need a hostess gift
for any occasi on,
Day, birthday, anniversary or just because.

Thanks again for being so supportive. \

0 Global Missions Task Force

Val entineds
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The Bonfire grows!

s of the end of January members of the leadership team of

First, House of Hope, and St. James Lutheran churches will

have participated in a three-week series of seminars and

conferences to discuss the foundations of transformational
ministry. The series was led by Pastors David Wangaard and Susan Tjornehoi
of the Minneapolis Area Synod offices.

The biblical basis for our sessions has come from the second chapter of Matthew
and the story of the journey of the wise men in search of the Christ child. This
series, in concert with continuing collaborative ministries in confirmation
education, senior adult ministry,
forming the building blocks of a fresh way of seeing and doing the work of
the gospel in our area of the metro.

healt

Please ask your Council Members about their experience with the Bonfire
ministry. Ask the Youth in confirmati on
eighty other Youth on the first Wednesday of every month. The stories of
transformation are everywhere. \

AWhen they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house,

they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him
gAGK IAFGA 2F 3F2fR YR 27F Al OSya

hthe%l%nrts%t NIEARrH)o% try

Mitten Tree

You wonderful people
provided 102 caps, mittens
and earmuffs on our mitten
tree in the narthex. It was a
wonderful response. Shirley
Small has asked that we
continue to bring caps,
gloves and mittens the rest
of the winter, and include
adult sizes, because a lot of

Shelf do not have these
items. They walk to the
food shelf to get their food
wathoat hiead oaHardu t
coverings. Place these items
in the NEAR food collection
bin near the elevator.
Thank you! \

w

Card Recyclers

Because we have had many
requests to continue offering
greeting cards every day, not
just once a month, a card
rack has been set up by the
East door in the Community
Room. Anytime you are at
church, stop by the card rack
for cards. Please pay by the
honor system by putting
your money in a box by the
cards. If you would like to
donate a sturdy, wooden
wall box with a lock, we
would appreciate it. Thank
you for your support! \

Barb Tvedt
Card Recyciing Cocrdinator

at
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February 2010 Calendar
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WI
1 2 9:30 am Debra's 3
i 9:30 am E.5.L.(6)(9) Circle(Bible Study)(2) 9:30 am E.S.
—1-?':'%_5_.'} 9:30 am Quilters(2) 10:00 am Staff Mtg(2) 12:00-1:00 p
R 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) | 1:00 pm 0.A
R 6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10) 6:30 pm Team Chair Mtg(6) | 7:00 pm Cho
v 7:30 pm ALA(2) 7:00 pm Ministry Team Mtg | Joint Confirn
GROUNDHOG DAY Nativity - “Ki
7 8 9:30amE.S.L(6)(9) 9 10 9:30a
8:00 am Worship(5)(communion) 1:00 pm Bible Study(2) 10:00 am Staff Mtg(2) 11:30 am Se
9:00 am Forum(2) 2:00 pm Esther Circle 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) | (4)(7){Entert
9:00 am Education Hour(4) (meets in homes) 1:00 pm Rebecca Circle(1) Rasmussen)
9:00 am Youth Bible Study(&) 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 7:00 am Good Neighbor 12:00-1:00 p
10:00 am Worship(5){communion) 6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10) Team Mtg.(1) 1:00 pm O.A
7:00 pm Global Missions(1) 7:00 pm Con
Youth Souper Bow! Sunday 7:30 pm ALA.(2) (Confirmatio
(Please bring a can of soup for Near) 7:00 pm Cha
14 15 16 17 9:30am
8:00 am Worship(5) 9:30 am E.5.L.(6)(9) 10:00 am Staff Mtg(2) 10:00 am Wo
9:00 am Forum(2) 9:30 am Quilters(2) 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) | 12:00-1:00 pr
9:00 am Education Hour(4) 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 2:00 pm Rachel Circle(2) 1:00 pm O.A.|
9:00 am Youth Bible Study(6) 6:30 pm S.0.5.(10) 6:00 pm Executive Mtg(1) | 1:00 pm Near
9:00 am Office Open House(1) 7:00 pm Grief Support(1) 7:00 pm Mary Magdalene gfgg pm ;i:’:
9:00 am Blood Pressure Checks(13) 7:30 pm A.A.(2) Circle {meets in homes) ?jm Em Wor:
10:00 am Worship(5) ' f
I F L +HfSydraySQal 51 & ”ﬂc"”“rm;st;
21 22 23 24 9:30an
8:00 am Worship(5)(communion) 9:30 am E.5.L.(6)(9) 10:00 am Staff Mtg(2) 9:30 am Senic
9:00 am Forum(2) 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) | 10:00 am Wo
9:00 am Education Hour(4) 6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10) 6:00 pm Council Dinner(2) | 12:00-1:00 pr
9:00 am Youth Bible Study(6) 7:30 pm A.A.(2) 6:30 pm Council Mtg(2) ;gg Em ‘L::E
10:00 am Waorship(5)lcommunion) 7:00 pm Wor:
"Whao Do You

Pastor Paul M
(Chaoir Rehear
No Confirmat

28 Feb. 26"-28" Youth 30 Hour Famine
8:00 am Worship(5)

9:00 am Forum(2)

9:00 am Education Hour(4)

9:00 am Youth Bible Study(6)

10:00 am Worship(5)

1. Conference Room 7. Kitchen

2. Community Room 8. Chapel

3. Music Room 9. Sunday School Room
4. Fellowship Hall 10. Sunday School Office
5. Sanctuary 11. Courtyard

6. Youth Room 12. Sacristy

13. Office Workroom
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:DNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4 5 6

L.(6)(9) 9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2) | 10:00 am Bible 8:00 am - 10:00 am

m Pastor’s Text Study(1) Study(2) Pancake Breakfast (At

(2) 7:00 pm SDA(5) Applebee’s Near Brookdale

ir(3) Mall.)

ation Event at Holy SDA Here All Day

ds Against Huger” DAYD (5)3N4)9)

m E.S.L.(6)(9) 11 12 13

nior Ministry Pot Luck 9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2) | 10:00 am Bible 10:00 am Crafters(2)

ainment by Linda 12:30 pm Loose Threads(2) Study(2) 5:00-10:00 pm Youth

7:00 pm SDA(5) Sponsored Child Sitting For

m Pastor's Text Study(1) DAYD Valentine's Day

(2)

firmation at HOH SDA Here All Day

n Dinner at HOH prior) (5)(3)(4)(9)

ir(3)

E.S.L(6)(9) DAYD 18 19 20

rship(5) 9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2) | 10:00 am Bible

n Pastor’'s Text Study(1) Study(2) Wedding(8)

2)

Executive Mtg.(4)(7) 5:30 Bible Study(2) SDA Here All Day

en Soup Dinner(4)(7)

or Ministry Bake Sale(4) 7:00 pm SDA(S) (5)3)(4)(%)

ship(5)

ion-Ash Wed. Worship

H WEDNESDAY

1 ES.L.(6)(9) 25 26 27

r Steer. Committee(1) 9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2) | 10:00 am Bible 9:30 am — 1:00 pm FLCW

rship(3) 12:30 pm Loose Threads(2) Study(2) Winter Breakaway

n Pastor’s Text Study(2) 7:00 pm SDA(5)

2) ‘ Feb. 26"-28"

S:'ps{(:_;p Dinner{4)(7) Feb. 26™-28" Youth 30 Hour Famine
| .

Think You Are?” Youth 30 Hour Famine

eierding DAYD SDA Here All Day

sal Following Worship)
ion-Lenten Worship

(5)3)(4)(9)

UpcomingVisitor newsletter deadlines

Article submissions for the monthly Visitor newsletter have changed to
Wednesday, February 10; Wednesday, March 10; and Wednesday, April 7.
E-mail your content to ellie@firstlcoc.org. All content is subject to editing.
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The Gifts of Promise and Hope
A message from the Congregation President

s you read this our from many, and Jeff Eyrichoés g
annual meeting will be time and professional expertise in painting, you will walk
behind usé. Ja nintemwgrm, spacious and inviting space for work and

moved us into the season gathering! We invite you to take a few minutes and stop by

of Epiphanyé. a t i meoracupofcidérand gooakie ta mabt our staff and enjoy
ARAHAO experiences ftshheo wienng i flaecselssd0 of our church
as the Savior of all people, the Son of

God H v Eather! Our mission statement never leaves me, as we focus in on
od, our Heavenly Father!

our many ministries that begin at Home, and stretch and

Faith and giving are strong here at reach out to touch peopleds I
Linda Van Ryn First. We, the church, balanced the without the faith, trust and belief in ourselves and others,
2009 budget! Congratulations and through Jesus Christ our everlasting Lord and Savior, who
thank you as we move forward with lights and shows us the way. May we share the light of
2009 behind us and 2010 upon us. If you are not enrolled Jesus with others and invite them into our home, the
in SIMPLY GIVING, | recommend that you consider it; house of God! Together we will worship, sing and pray as
and if you have any questions regarding it, call Mariana we praise God and bring His PROMISE and HOPE into the
Duffney, at 763-537-4576, ext. 16. hearts of everyone! \
We are celebrating our newly remodeled offices on I n Jesusd name | pray,
Transfiguration Sunday, February 14, 2010! Thanks to Linda Von Ryn

the availability of memorial monies, special gifts and time

W New office open house

The congregation is invited to an informal tour
of the newly renovated church offices on Sunday,
February 14 before and after the morning
services. Our offices were renovated due to
the funding from a memorial gift and an
anonymous donation for the new paint
[4' and new carpeting. Jeff Eyrich donated
his expertise to paint and resurface the
walls. The property team contributed
much time and effort into new walls and
ceilings in some of the offices.

The staff wishes to thank all those who
worked very hard to provide the church with a
fresh, welcoming space as our first impression to
many who come to see us. Please stop by the offices
during your Sunday morning time at church.
Refreshments will be served. \
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Souper Bowl Youth

Sunday PreeVal entineds Da

February 7 Child Sitting Event

Youth and adults will be child sitting as
Youth will be a fundraiser for the youth mission trip.

collecting cans of soup on Saturday, February 13, 5:00-10:00 p.m.
Super Bowl Sunday to be (Drop kids off at anytime!)

donated to NEAR. Dinner served at 6:00 p.m.

youthwill be at entrances Cost: $10/child (or $20/family).

to the sanctuary to accept
donations at both services. \

Chall engeéChallengeéChall enge

Stewardshi
P Dollar-for-dollar match

God is goodéall the ti me!
e thank all of you for your gracious We received $24,700 from the sale of the east parking
generosity this past year. We have |l ot to Habitat for Humanity.
accomplished a number of things, $49,400 surely will. Beginning Annual Meeting Sunday,
mission and property-wise, because of January 31, envelopes will be available to use in this

you. The Habitat House is finished and occupied; the dollar-for-dollar match. As designated gifts are received

collaboration with neighborhood churches is progressing for the challenge match, we will allocate the money

nicely; the handicap sidewalk is complete; the electric towards our most urgent projects.

panel has been updated; the courtyard is blossoming;
the painting and carpeting is completed; we have an
enthusiastic youth director; the Confirmation pictures
are up in the hallway; and more, all due to you and your
commitment to the mission of First.

The next repair will be the regularly malfunctioning fire
alarm system. It went off four times on Thanksgiving
Day and gave the servers and diners a bit of an
adventure. (And Gene Enfield the opportunity

to make four trips to church.) Not a good thing!

We are looking forward to another year filled with more Prayerfully consider your participation in this dollar-

evidence of Godo6és boundl ess lfoP—d'oﬁarg"i\/f?\éjopr)ﬁu'ﬂiﬁ/r\oSity to us,
His servants.

Jackie Mortenson
Thank you so muchééGod\ is gothV\%@%ibTeénhC‘hairtime!
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FLC Women

Womends Winter
Featuring Pati Kachel, Storyteller

Pati will be returning to First
Lutheran with her inspiring
storytelling with two themes:
Daughters of Heaven which will
feature Katherine Von Bora
(Martin Lutheros
Teresa and Corrie Ten Boom.

Pati Kachel The other theme will be Irish Tales
Storyteller and Other Blarney which will feature
stories, poems and Celtic songs to get
us ready for St.
Pati 6s

encouraging, educating and equipping her listeners.

Saturday, February 27, 9:30 a.m.i 1:00 p.m.

Cost: $10 (includes lunch). Tickets will be on sale
January 14 and 21 in the narthex or register by calling
763-535-2797. A free-will offering for bed netting. \

Seniors

Pancake Breakfast at
Saturday, February 6, 8:008 10:00 a.m.

Tickets: $6 (Proceeds will be donated to the

Camp Wapo Scholarship for the youth.)

Potluck

Wednesday, February 10 at 11:30 a.m.

Linda Rasmussen will provide the entertainment.
Bring a hot dish, salad or dessert to share.

Paddyds Daf

Men

BreakawaMends Fell owship Dinner

Featuring Rev./ Professor Don Wisner
At our inaugural gathering last fall,

attendance, and
at the next

Our guest speaker for the March
event will be Rev./Professor Don
Wisner. Pastor Wisner has been a

Rev./Professor
Don Wisner

evening worthy of your time.

The Menbés Fell owship

Tickets: $10. Sign-up by March 1 at the church or call
Al Anderson at 763-537-1876. \

Bake Paden e e 6 s

Ash Wednesday, February 17, we will have a bake sale
at the Lenten soup supper. Proceed will be donated to
the Camp Wapo Scholarship fund. Donations of baked
goods are welcomed for any Wednesday during Lent.

Free Blood Pressure Checks
Sunday, January 14 at 9:00 a.m. in the office
workroom. \

84 men from area ELCA churches were in
weodr e
Mends Fell
Sunday, March 7 at 5:00 p.m. This means

e, erxpect a great turnout from the men

of First Lutheran! Invite your friends.

eminary professor and pastor to a large
university student bbdy. Over the years he has develop his
storytelling is dedi calingadanbv fifitHed afdbitdoSrsman. Don will
bring his unique experiences and perspective on life as a
Christian man to our gathering. We know this will be an

Dinner
Nativity Lutheran Church, 39th and Winnetka Ave. N.

Wi
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The Lenten worship series begins on Ash Wednesday,

www firstlcoc.org February 17 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. and continue
763-537-4576| Fax: 763-537-0372 every Wednesday during the Lenten season. Coffee
and pastries will be offered after the morning service.
Lenten soup suppers will start at 6:00 p.m. \

Office hours
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Staff
Pastor:David Folkerts

Worship & Music Director/Financial Officer:
Mariana Duffney

Organist:Judy Bakke

Program Assistantlamey Spencer

Jr. HandbellsSheryl Larsen

Office Manager/SecretaryEllie McAllister

Sunday School Superintendents:
Jennifer Hernandez and Carrie Adams

Youth Director:Jessica Johnson
Wedding/Event CoordinatorCarol Johnson
Custodian:Mark McAlpin

Security:Lyn Sanderson

AV TechAngie Brannick
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