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W 
eôve talked a lot about óTransformationô at First Lutheran 

over the past couple of years. Itôs the issue of our time here in 

this church. I suspect the mere mention of the word 

transformation causes some of us to be fearful of what it 

brings; mostly of the unknown. But, what if I offered you the comforting idea 

that transformation of us as a church might mean a return to something so 

basic, so simple that weôve overlooked it over the years. What if being 

transformed meant we got back to becoming neighbors, really good 

neighbors again?  

2010: The Year of the óGood Neighborô 
 

What if transformation means returning to our  
roots of being really good neighbors again? 

Continues on page 2 
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This year, this whole year of 2010, I would like to propose that we focus 

delightfully on being ñgood neighborsò to each other, to the community around 

us, and to the larger church. Simple, but powerful. So powerful itôs worthy of 

some study, some new thinking, and some very new neighbors.  

Weôre re-inventing evangelism this year. A new group of persons have formed 

an evangelism team again. Weôre going to focus on what it means to carry the 

good news about Jesus to those around us as if they were our neighbors in need 

of some tools, some advice, some talents we have.  

First, it means coming to understand just who our neighbors are. Next, it means 

doing some self-assessment of just what we really have to offer them. And 

finally, it means choosing the best way we can find to put their need and our 

talent together into some concrete acts of friendship and neighborliness.  

These three steps will be approached from one perspective: weôre here to do some good to bring 

about good. Itôs what good neighbors do.  

Soon youôll be seeing signs, wearing buttons, being offered events to attend; not because itôs an 

obligation but because we want all of you to know the joy of being a good neighbor. Watch the 

newsletter for updates and invitations.  

Come on over! Thereôs someone weôd love to have you meet. \ 

Peace, 

Pastor Folkerts 

Cover Story: Year of the ñGood Neighborò continued from page 1 

             Pastor Dave 

Lent 2010: A Journey  

ƻŦ Ψ{ŜƭŦ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΩ 

The Lenten worship series begins 

on Ash Wednesday, February 17 

at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. and 

continue every Wednesday 

during the Lenten season. Coffee  

and pastries will be offered after 

the morning service. Lenten soup 

suppers will start at 6:00 p.m. \ 
Lenten Soup Suppers 
Ash Wednesday through Lent at 6:00 p.m.  
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Adult Forums 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

February 7: The Bonfire Churches 

Pastor Dave and Council Members present how God is at work through  

the collaboration of three churches for transformational ministry in this 

northwest metropolitan area. 

February 14: 2010 Year of the ñGood Neighborò 

Pastor Dave and other members lead this forum which explores how can we 

become good neighbors to our church community in new and different ways? 

Lent 2010: A Journey of óSelf Discoveryô 

The Lenten worship series this year begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17 

with worship services offered both at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Pastor 

Folkerts will be preaching on this first day of Lent. We will have morning 

and evening worship services every Wednesday during the season.  

The morning service will be followed by coffee and pastries. The evening 

service will be preceded by our traditional soup suppers. The dinner starts  

at 6:00 p.m. each evening with the worship at 7:00 p.m. \ 

Worship Times 

Sundays: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.  

After the 8:00 a.m. service  

enjoy coffee and fellowship  

in the community room. 

 

 

Education Hour 

Adult Forums and Sunday School 

Sundays from 9:00-9:50 a.m. 

Sunday School students  

are encouraged to attend  

the 10:00 a.m. worship  

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

message and then return to their 

parents or to one of the Sunday 

morning day care rooms.  

 

Our Mission 

We are called to awaken  

ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΧ 

In ourselves, through a 

commitment to a life of learning, 

worship, and prayer. 

In our community, by dedication  

to the renewal of our family, our 

neighbors, and the disenfranchised, 

by the practice of our faith through 

acts of justice, mercy, and kindness. 

In our world, by nurture of 

compassionate partnership with 

diverse cultures to strengthen our 

common faith, for the enrichment  

of all people in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

Wednesday evening Pastor Swap 

This year we further our cooperative efforts between neighboring  

ELCA congregations by sharing pastors for the season. Beginning with 

Wednesday, February 24 a different pastor will be welcomed in our pulpit 

for the evening worship service. (Pastor Dave will preach the morning 

service.) Each pastor will bring a message which deals with his or her own 

personal faith and offers a fresh perspective on ñWho do you think you are?ò 

This sermon series will strengthen the bonds between our congregations 

and lead to further enthusiasm and engagement as the year progresses.  

We thank all the pastors from these six congregations for their commitment 

to this series. \ 
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On behalf of all the small farmers in the Equal Exchange 

Program we want to extend a ñBig Thank Youò for all 

your support in 2009. 

Our purchases for the year were $2,685.55. This includes 

all of the items we purchased to support our Habitat 

House project which was to serve coffee every morning 

for ten weeks to the workers at the house that was built 

across from the church. This amounted to about 3,000 

cups of coffee and lemonade. 

We also received a grant from Lutheran World Relief and 

Habitat for Humanity for our ground breaking ceremony. 

Because we had to celebrate inside instead of in the 

parking lot our turn out was not what we had hoped for 

but was quite a bit more than Habit or Thrivent financial 

Small farmers, big thanks! 

had seen at this kind of celebration. The food that was left 

over was sent down to Caring and Sharing hands, plus we 

gave one and one half cases of coffee to the church for use 

in the kitchen for fellowship events. 

Also in 2009, we started serving Equal Exchange coffee on 

Sunday mornings between services and in our church 

kitchen for community events. 

A big plus this year was all of the baskets we sold for  

the holidays. Please remember us if you need a hostess gift 

for any occasion, Valentineôs Day, St. Patrickôs Day, May 

Day, birthday, anniversary or just because.  

Thanks again for being so supportive. \ 

ðGlobal Missions Task Force 

Global Mission Support Equal Exchange products benefit farmers and 
handicraft workers in developing countries. Equal Exchange coffee,  
tea, cocoa and baking chocolate are available at First Lutheran. 
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The Bonfire grows! 

A 
s of the end of January members of the leadership team of  

First, House of Hope, and St. James Lutheran churches will  

have participated in a three-week series of seminars and  

conferences to discuss the foundations of transformational  

ministry. The series was led by Pastors David Wangaard and Susan Tjornehoi  

of the Minneapolis Area Synod offices.  

The biblical basis for our sessions has come from the second chapter of Matthew 

and the story of the journey of the wise men in search of the Christ child. This 

series, in concert with continuing collaborative ministries in confirmation 

education, senior adult ministry, health care ministry, menôs ministry are  

forming the building blocks of a fresh way of seeing and doing the work of  

the gospel in our area of the metro.  

Please ask your Council Members about their experience with the Bonfire 

ministry. Ask the Youth in confirmation class about what itôs like to be with  

eighty other Youth on the first Wednesday of every month. The stories of 

transformation are everywhere. \ 

Mitten Tree  
You wonderful people 

provided 102 caps, mittens 

and earmuffs on our mitten 

tree in the narthex. It was a 

wonderful response. Shirley 

Small has asked that we 

continue to bring caps, 

gloves and mittens the rest 

of the winter, and include 

adult sizes, because a lot of 

the clients at NEAR Food 

Shelf do not have these 

items. They walk to the  

food shelf to get their food 

without head or hand 

coverings. Place these items 

in the NEAR food collection 

bin near the elevator.  

Thank you! \ 

 

 

 

 

Card Recyclers 

Because we have had many 

requests to continue offering 

greeting cards every day, not 

just once a month, a card 

rack has been set up by the 

East door in the Community 

Room. Anytime you are at 

church, stop by the card rack 

for cards. Please pay by the 

honor system by putting 

your money in a box by the 

cards. If you would like to 

donate a sturdy, wooden 

wall box with a lock, we 

would appreciate it. Thank 

you for your support! \ 

Barb Tvedt 

Card Recycling Coordinator 

ñWhen they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, 

they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him  

ǿƛǘƘ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƛƴŎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƳȅǊǊƘέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нΥмл-11). 
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February 2010 Calendar 

9:00 am Blood Pressure Checks(13) 
10:00 am Worship(5) 
IŀǇǇȅ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

13. Office Workroom 
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Upcoming Visitor newsletter deadlines 
Article submissions for the monthly Visitor newsletter have changed to 
Wednesday, February 10; Wednesday, March 10; and Wednesday, April 7.  
E-mail your content to ellie@firstlcoc.org. All content is subject to editing. 
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New office open house 

The congregation is invited to an informal tour  

of the newly renovated church offices on Sunday, 

February 14 before and after the morning 

services. Our offices were renovated due to 

the funding from a memorial gift and an 

anonymous donation for the new paint 

and new carpeting. Jeff Eyrich donated 

his expertise to paint and resurface the 

walls. The property team contributed 

much time and effort into new walls and 

ceilings in some of the offices.  

The staff wishes to thank all those who 

worked very hard to provide the church with a 

fresh, welcoming space as our first impression to 

many who come to see us. Please stop by the offices 

during your Sunday morning time at church. 

Refreshments will be served. \  

Linda Van Ryn  

A 
s you read this our 

annual meeting will be 

behind usé.January 

moved us into the season 

of Epiphanyé.a time of intrigue and 

ñAHAò experiences ñshowingò Jesus 

as the Savior of all people, the Son of 

God, our Heavenly Father! 

Faith and giving are strong here at 

First. We, the church, balanced the 

2009 budget! Congratulations and 

thank you as we move forward with 

2009 behind us and 2010 upon us. If you are not enrolled 

in SIMPLY GIVING, I recommend that you consider it; 

and if you have any questions regarding it, call Mariana 

Duffney, at 763-537-4576, ext. 16. 

We are celebrating our newly remodeled offices on 

Transfiguration Sunday, February 14, 2010! Thanks to  

the availability of memorial monies, special gifts and time 

from many, and Jeff Eyrichôs generous contributions of his 

time and professional expertise in painting, you will walk 

into a warm, spacious and inviting space for work and 

gathering! We invite you to take a few minutes and stop by 

for a cup of cider and a cookie to meet our staff and enjoy 

the new ñfacesò of our church offices! 

Our mission statement never leaves me, as we focus in on 

our many ministries that begin at Home, and stretch and 

reach out to touch peopleôs lives we never would have met 

without the faith, trust and belief in ourselves and others, 

through Jesus Christ our everlasting Lord and Savior, who 

lights and shows us the way. May we share the light of 

Jesus with others and invite them into our home, the 

house of God! Together we will worship, sing and pray as 

we praise God and bring His PROMISE and HOPE into the 

hearts of everyone! \ 

In Jesusô name I pray, 

Linda Von Ryn 

The Gifts of Promise and Hope 
A message from the Congregation President 
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Stewardship 
God is goodéall the time! 

W 
e thank all of you for your gracious 

generosity this past year. We have 

accomplished a number of things, 

mission and property-wise, because of 

you. The Habitat House is finished and occupied; the 

collaboration with neighborhood churches is progressing 

nicely; the handicap sidewalk is complete; the electric 

panel has been updated; the courtyard is blossoming;  

the painting and carpeting is completed; we have an 

enthusiastic youth director; the Confirmation pictures  

are up in the hallway; and more, all due to you and your 

commitment to the mission of First. 

We are looking forward to another year filled with more 

evidence of Godôs boundless love and generosity to us, 

His servants. 

Thank you so muchééGod is goodéall the time! \ 

ChallengeéChallengeéChallenge 
Dollar-for-dollar match 

We received $24,700 from the sale of the east parking  

lot to Habitat for Humanity.  $24,700 wonôt go far, but 

$49,400 surely will. Beginning Annual Meeting Sunday, 

January 31, envelopes will be available to use in this 

dollar-for-dollar match. As designated gifts are received 

for the challenge match, we will allocate the money 

towards our most urgent projects. 

The next repair will be the regularly malfunctioning fire 

alarm system. It went off four times on Thanksgiving 

Day and gave the servers and diners a bit of an 

adventure. (And Gene Enfield the opportunity  

to make four trips to church.) Not a good thing! 

Prayerfully consider your participation in this dollar- 

for-dollar giving opportunity. \ 

Jackie Mortenson 

Stewardship Team Chair 

Youth 

Pre-Valentineôs Day  

Child Sitting Event 
Youth and adults will be child sitting as 

a fundraiser for the youth mission trip. 

Saturday, February 13, 5:00-10:00 p.m.  

(Drop kids off at anytime!)  

Dinner served at 6:00 p.m. 

Cost: $10/child (or $20/family). 

 

Youth will be  

collecting cans of soup on  

Super Bowl Sunday to be 

donated to NEAR.  

Youth will be at entrances  

to the sanctuary to accept 

donations at both services. \ 

Souper Bowl  
Sunday   
February 7 
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FLC Women 

Womenôs Winter Breakaway 

Featuring Pati Kachel, Storyteller 

Pati will be returning to First 

Lutheran with her inspiring 

storytelling with two themes: 

Daughters of Heaven which will 

feature Katherine Von Bora  

(Martin Lutherôs wife), Mother 

Teresa and Corrie Ten Boom. 

The other theme will be Irish Tales 

and Other Blarney which will feature 

stories, poems and Celtic songs to get 

us ready for St. Paddyôs Day.  

Patiôs storytelling is dedicated to enriching, 

encouraging, educating and equipping her listeners.  

Saturday, February 27, 9:30 a.m.ï 1:00 p.m. 

Cost: $10 (includes lunch). Tickets will be on sale 

January 14 and 21 in the narthex or register by calling 

763-535-2797. A free-will offering for bed netting. \ 

Men 

Menôs Fellowship Dinner  
Featuring Rev./ Professor Don Wisner 

At our inaugural gathering last fall,  

84 men from area ELCA churches were in 

attendance, and weôre hoping for 150 men 

at the next Menôs Fellowship Dinner held 

Sunday, March 7 at 5:00 p.m. This means 

we expect a great turnout from the men  

of First Lutheran! Invite your friends. 

Our guest speaker for the March  

event will be Rev./Professor Don 

Wisner. Pastor Wisner has been a 

seminary professor and pastor to a large 

university student body. Over the years he has develop his 

calling as an avid fly-fisher and outdoorsman. Don will 

bring his unique experiences and perspective on life as a 

Christian man to our gathering. We know this will be an 

evening worthy of your time. 

The Menôs Fellowship Dinner will be hosted by at Holy 

Nativity Lutheran Church, 39th and Winnetka Ave. N. 

Tickets: $10. Sign-up by March 1 at the church or call  

Al Anderson at 763-537-1876. \ 

Pati Kachel 

Storyteller 

Rev./Professor 

Don Wisner 

Seniors  
Pancake Breakfast at Applebeeôs 

Saturday, February 6, 8:00ð10:00 a.m.  

Tickets: $6 (Proceeds will be donated to the  

Camp Wapo Scholarship for the youth.)  

Potluck 

Wednesday, February 10 at 11:30 a.m. 

Linda Rasmussen will provide the entertainment.  

Bring a hot dish, salad or dessert to share.  

 

Bake Sale 

Ash Wednesday, February 17, we will have a bake sale 

at the Lenten soup supper. Proceed will be donated to 

the Camp Wapo Scholarship fund. Donations of baked 

goods are welcomed for any Wednesday during Lent.  

Free Blood Pressure Checks 

Sunday, January 14 at 9:00 a.m. in the office 

workroom. \ 
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Return Service Requested 

[Ŝƴǘ нлмлΥ ! WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ Ψ{ŜƭŦ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΩ 

The Lenten worship series begins on Ash Wednesday, 

February 17 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. and continue 

every Wednesday during the Lenten season. Coffee  

and pastries will be offered after the morning service. 

Lenten soup suppers will start at 6:00 p.m. \ 

First Lutheran  
Church of Crystal  

www.firstlcoc.org 

763-537-4576 | Fax: 763-537-0372 

 

Office hours 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 

Staff 

Pastor: David Folkerts 

Worship & Music Director/Financial Officer:  
Mariana Duffney 

Organist: Judy Bakke 

Program Assistant: Jamey Spencer 

Jr. Handbells: Sheryl Larsen 

Office Manager/Secretary: Ellie McAllister  

Sunday School Superintendents:   
Jennifer Hernandez and Carrie Adams 

Youth Director: Jessica Johnson  

Wedding/Event Coordinator: Carol Johnson 

Custodian: Mark McAlpin 

Security: Lyn Sanderson 

AV Tech: Angie Brannick 

Lenten Soup Suppers 
Ash Wednesday through Lent at 6:00 p.m.  


