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And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. (Matthew 3:16). 

S 
omething happens in the baptism of Jesus. He meets with a reluctant 

John by the river Jordan and is cleansed of the past; not just his past, 

everyone‟s pasts. The event for Jesus, and for us, is liberating. He was 

already „famous‟ in a way. Expectations were running high in many 

circles that he was special, even unique. I‟m sure he was bombarded with 

suggested strategies and tactics for is next move. There must have been mounting 

pressure on him to „do 

something.‟ He does. He is 

baptized. It was an end to one 

way of doing things and a 

beginning to another way. 

Jesus changes from being 

what others want him to be 

into what he really was 

supposed to be. In his 

baptism Jesus becomes real, 

an „authentic‟ person. 

We begin the season of 

Epiphany in January as a 

time of growing in knowledge 

of who we are by becoming 

aware of the gifts we‟ve been 

given. Not just what we got 

for Christmas, but what we‟ve 

been given in life; talents, 

A New Beginning 
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Greetings, 

A year ago the parish nurse program was just 

the vision that pastors of three congregations 

had as they collaborated on other things. 

Today the program is in place and growing. 

A parish nurse (or Faith Community Nurse) 

is a health resource, advisor, and counselor 

within a faith organization to help you stay as 

healthy as possible. You, the members of this 

Bonfire Collaborative Ministry, have taken 

the big (and many times, risky) step and 

contacted me about questions and issues that 

concern you. Thank you for your confidence 

and trust. I hope our relationship will 

continue to grow and strengthen. 

I‟m always available by phone at  

612-408-2049 or at in person as follows: 

First Lutheran Church of Crystal 

Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

and the second Sunday of the month 

House of Hope Lutheran 

Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

and the third Sunday of the month  

 

St. James Lutheran Church 

Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

and the fourth Sunday of the month  

Please utilize my services, they are free  

of charge. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you 

under the guidance of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  

Debbie Haney 

Bonfire: Parish Nurse 

Flu Clinic 

The Minnesota Visiting Nurse Agency is willing to do a flu 

clinic for the Bonfire Collaborative Ministry for 25 or more 

people. They accept most medical insurances. If your 

insurance covers preventive health immunization a flu shot 

is covered. If you are not sure, call the number on the back 

of your card. If you do not have insurance, the cost is $26. If 

you‟re interested in holding a flu clinic at First Lutheran, 

sign-up on the bulletin board outside of the Community 

Room or call the church office at 763-537-4576 or Debbie 

Haney at 612-408-2049. It would be nice to have the clinics 

in early January, so everyone can be protected before the 

main thrust of the flu season hits.   
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abilities, hopes, dreams, friendships, 

mentors, and yes, even enemies. Such 

awareness can be liberating. Jesus is 

set free in baptism by the spirit of God 

to be “His Son”. You and I are set free 

to become the authentic you and me. 

Disappointed at your lack of progress  

so far? Don‟t be. We haven‟t even 

begun to discover what gifts we have 

to offer, what words we have yet to 

speak. In our baptism we are liberated, 

by the love of God, to become „real‟ 

people, authentic in word and deed to 

the higher standards and sweeter 

purposes of a life of faith. 

So, look over the gifts you got this year. Take them out of the boxes and 

tear off the tags. Try them on for size and make sure you say to yourself, 

“These things fit me pretty well!” Then, go show off your new self to the 

neighbors. They may not recognize you, but they will love the new you. 

It‟s the „you‟ God meant you to be.  

Live abundantly, 

Pastor Dave 

                     Pastor Dave 

Continued from page 1  

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran  

Church of Crystal  

www.firstlcoc.org 
763-537-4576  

Fax: 763-537-0372 

Worship times 

Sundays: 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 

 

Office hours 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 

Staff 

Pastor  

David Folkerts 

Director of Ministry Operations  

Mariana Duffney 

Secretary  

Jean Brannick 

Sunday School Superintendents  

Carrie Adams 

Jennifer Hernandez  

Youth Director  

Jessica Johnson  

Wedding/Event Coordinator  

Carol Johnson 

Jr. Handbells  

Sheryl Larsen 

AV Tech  

Angie Brannick 

Custodian  

Ezra Oyugi 

Organist/Choir Director  

Jerry Bursch 

Adult Education 

Held on Sundays after the second worship service at 10:45 a.m. 

January 9 ï Debbie Haney, our Parish Nurse presents:  

What does a Parish Nurse do? You‟ll learn about her responsibilities 

and opportunities to use her services. A Flu Clinic is also planned on 

that day. 

January 16 ï Budget Forums at 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. in the 

Community Room. 

January 23 ï Part 2: Proposed Updates to our Constitution 

Presented by the Constitution Review Task Force and the Executive 

Committee of the Church Council at 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

January 30 ï Luncheon and Annual Meeting at 11:00 a.m.   
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Linda Van Ryn 

Happy New Year! 

A whole year is ahead of you as the celebration of Christmas  

draws to a close. 

R 
emember the journey from the first day of Advent to Epiphany. 

Remember the expectation and anticipation of Advent to the gift we 

receive on Christmas Day Jesus Christ, the Messiah, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, to Epiphany the manifestation 

of the reality that Jesus came and gave Himself on your behalf. Engage in what 

He has given you, the chance to be free in Him…to be His. 

As Congregational President I have the opportunity to meet new people, work 

with others, and see lives enriched and transformed as individuals serve in a 

multitude of ways. An abundance of leaders are emerging as each embarks in 

new tasks and ministries. God‟s light helps us see our way through, and in the 

process are opportunities to grow as we explore and learn. Sometimes it feels 

scary in unknown territory, sometimes we run into roadblocks and feel stuck, 

and sometimes the “light bulb” goes on and we experience moments of great 

revelation. With God all things are possible. Thanks be to God! 

Go in peace and serve the Lord!  

In God‟s trust, 

Linda Van Ryn  

ñSometimes the 

ñlight bulbò goes on 

and we experience 

moments of great 

revelation.ò 

From the Congregational President 

First LCOC 

Mission 

We are called to awaken  

ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΧ 

In ourselves,  

through a commitment  

to a life of learning,  

worship, and prayer. 

In our community,  

by dedication to the renewal  

of our family, our neighbors,  

and the disenfranchised, by  

the practice of our faith  

through acts of justice,  

mercy, and kindness. 

In our world,  

by nurture of compassionate 

partnership with diverse cultures 

to strengthen our common faith, 

for the enrichment of all people 

in Christ Jesus. 
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Seniors 

Potluck and Talent Show 

January 12 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a 

salad, hot dish or dessert to share. Buns, pickles, and 

beverages will be furnished. The talent show will 

include Pastor Dave, Pastor Mark, Jerry Bursch, Leo 

Alexander, Mae Gullickson, and Dottie Viar. To attend, 

contact Myrtle Keniston at 763-537-6908. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth 

Youth Lock-In  

This will be a fun night filled with games, movies,  

food, and great people!  

All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to a lock-in Friday, 

January 21 starting at 9:00 p.m. through Saturday, 

January 22 at 7:00 a.m. Friends are welcome! Adult 

chaperones are needed. Call the church office at  

763-537-4576. 

  

Mission Trip Fundraiser 

Tired of cooking? Looking for an excuse to eat-out?  

The 2011 Youth Mission Trippers will be having two 

fundraisers which you can do just that! Come enjoy a 

meal that you do not have to cook! Dates will be 

reserved at Dairy Queen and Chipotle in Crystal. A 

portion of the profits made on specific nights will go 

towards youth mission trips.  

Monthly Bible Study: Salt of the Earth 

You‟re invited to attend a video 

series called “Salt of the Earth: 

Palestinian Christians in the 

Northern West Bank” held Monday, 

January 17 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 

p.m. in the Community Room. Two 

volunteers from the Presbyterian 

Church lived in the Christian Palestinian village of 

Zababdeh for three years. Their ministry was one of 

ecumenical support to the Church in the land of its birth. 

The video addresses issues facing Palestinian Christians. 

Segments include living as a Christian minority, freedom 

of movement in Palestine, refugees, and more.  

 

NW Cluster Theology Courses 

“NW CLUSTER” Lay School of Theology is offering the 

course: “It‟s in the Bible! Expectations and Reality.” The 

course examines conceptions and misconceptions about 

our faith book, and includes Lutheran approaches to 

scripture as we live with the Bible‟s truths, challenges and 

questions. This course is co-sponsored by nine NW Mpls/

Metro ELCA Congregations.  

Session One 

Friday, January 7, 7:00 a.m.–8:30 p.m. 

Session Two 

Saturday, January 8, 9:00 a.m.–10:30 a.m. 

Session Three 

Saturday, January 8, 11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

Teacher/Leader: Dr. Darrell Jodock, is the Drell and 

Adeline Berhardson Distinguished Professor of Religion 

at Gustavus Adolphus College, and the first to hold this 

endowed chair in Lutheran Studies. 

Location: Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church, 3900 

Winnetka Ave. N., New 

Hope, MN 55427. Call  

763-545-1647. 

Cost: $10/attendee. 

Payable to Holy Nativity 

(please note „NW Cluster‟ 

Lay School).   

Learning 
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