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Inheritors of a Great Gift 

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, …so 

that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 

might live for the praise of his glory. 

I 
 have watched the scene many times. It has happened at 

funerals, at weddings, and on Sunday mornings. Returning 

relatives of the deceased or adult-children home for the weekend 

will pause in the hallway of our church to look through the 

pictures of past confirmation classes that cover one wall.  

They peer over the rims of their reading glasses for their year and then 

with a pointed finger go through the rows of adolescent faces until they 

see themselves. “Here I am!” they almost shout. It‟s as though they 

have found a long lost treasure. They gaze at their face in the photo, 

young, well scrubbed, and full of either promise or mischief, and look 

in silence for a moment. If they have their own 

children with them, they laugh as they begin to 

tell a story about those days or that pastor.  

The kids, usually bored at the thought of such 

ancient history, nod and walk away. The former 

confirmand usually stays for a moment longer and 

looks at the other faces in the photo perhaps 

wondering if the lives of the others turned out like 

his or hers. And for a moment, there is no time or 

history, only memory of what was, and what if.  

 You and I stand on the shoulders of those 

students robed in white. Whether our picture is 

on that particular hallway wall or another far away, we stand with 

them, young, well-scrubbed, and full of either promise or mischief 

wondering what the promise of our baptism means to us now.  
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Worship in July 

Monday evening worship 

features a 

relaxed 

atmosphere for 

the summer. 

First Lutheran 

continues its 

summer 

tradition of 

offering Monday evening 

worship at 6:30  p.m. every week 

through August. The casual 

services are held in the cool 

confines of the Youth Room or in 

the beautiful surroundings on 

the deck in the courtyard 

gardens. If you are away on the 

weekends this summer, why not 

join us for worship on Mondays.  

July 5-6:  

5th week of Pentecost 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Worship 

Monday, 6:30 p.m. Worship 

July 12-13:   

6th week of Pentecost 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Worship 

Monday, 6:30 p.m. Worship 

July 19-20:  

7th week of Pentecost  

Sunday, 9:30 a.m.  

Pick-up Choir: Everyone 

welcome! Gather in the Music 

Room at 8:45 a.m. and be a 

singer for a day! 

Monday, 6:30 p.m. Worship 

 

July 26-27:  

8th week of Pentecost 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Worship 

Monday, 6:30 p.m. Worship 

Some of us look at the past and sigh. Others look at our images from long 

ago and laugh. But what I want to offer you is a third response, another 

way to see ourselves. We are inheritors of a great gift.  

You and I have been made the caretakers of hope for a whole new 

generation. We, who once stood for that confirmation picture so long 

ago, now stand for another. Today you and I are observed and 

scrutinized by a whole generation who peer at us, point their fingers at 

us, and almost shout at us, “There you are! You‟re the one who says he is 

or she is a person of faith. Well, show us what faith looks like.” Most of 

us want to hide at that point. We don‟t know what to say.  

We don‟t know how to respond or act. Too often we just go silent. But 

there are no magic answers, no cute phrases that truly satisfy the hunger 

in this generation. What they want from us is to see how the child in 

those pictures has matured into someone who really knows how to hope 

in difficult times. What they hunger for is wisdom that is more than 

words, wisdom that reveals itself in patience, grace, and a trust that God 

will not abandon us. They‟re looking for a reason to believe.  

The next time you pause by those pictures and see your face or the face of 

your children, I invite you to look next in a mirror. While the face may 

not be so young and the white robe was long ago turned in the gift you 

were given long ago is just now coming into its own. Today, amid the 

worries of your age, and your health, and your finances, and your future, 

your faith is coming to flower. The gift you got so long ago finally is 

bearing fruit. Don‟t look back. There are people who need who you have 

become today. Don‟t live with regret. There is so much more you have 

left to do. Don‟t worry. God cares far more about you than you know.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Dave 
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Continued from cover 

July Sermon series: 

Gleaning modern lessons from Ephesians 

Beginning July 12 the worship sermon series will be looking at 

Paul‟s letter to the Ephesians. Ephesus mirrored the social 

problems of contemporary urban life.  As a result, Paul‟s call to a 

deeper spiritual connection to Christ through the fellowship of 

believers is a reminder to all persons of faith living in uncertain 

times. Pastor Dave will be offering weekly post-worship 

conversations about the sermon and the book of Ephesians on the 

deck in the courtyard. Please plan on staying after worship  

for coffee and some time with Pastor.  



Welcome to  

First Lutheran 

Church of Crystal  

7708 62nd Avenue North 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428-2883 

www.firstlcoc.org 

763-537-4576 

Fax: 763-537-0372 

 

Staff 

Pastor: David Folkerts 

Worship & Music Director / 

Financial Officer: Mariana Duffney 

Organist: Judy Bakke 

Program Assistant: Jamey Spencer 

Jr. Handbells: Sheryl Larsen 

Secretary: Open position 

Sunday School Superintendent:  

     Kristin Reilly 

Youth Coordinator: Kathy Larson 

Wedding and Event Coordinator:  

     Carol Johnson 

Custodian: Mark McAlpin 

Security: Lyn Sanderson 

Worship AV Tech: Angie Brannick 

 

Office hours 

Mon.-Thurs., 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
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Collaborative Music Groups 

The Ladies and Men‟s Ensembles from First Lutheran and Faith 

Lilac Way are experimenting with a collaboration of the  groups 

from both churches.  

From now through December,  the Ladies will rehearse on the first 

and third Mondays at 7:00 p.m. at Faith Lilac Way under the 

direction of Anne Ng.  The Men will rehearse on the second Sunday 

of each month at 11:00 a.m. and the 

third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 

p.m. at First Lutheran under the 

direction of Mariana Duffney.   

The Ensembles will sing in worship 

on the second Sundays of the month

–alternating between the churches.   

Deepest Sympathy 

We express our deepest sympathy to Allen Marsh at the death of  his 

wife Lori (33) who passed away on Thursday, June 4. Lori was formerly 

the First Lutheran Music Director.  

She was born at York to Roger and Loretta (Siffring) Wyatt and survived 

by her husband, Al Marsh; daughters, Lillian and Eleanor Marsh, 

Springfield; mother, Loretta Wyatt, Stromsburg, Neb.; brother, Doug 

Wyatt, Lincoln; sister, Susan Leif, Benedict, Neb., nieces, nephews, 

aunts, uncles, and many friends.  

 Cards may be sent to: 

 Allen Marsh 

 2013 E. Cinderella 

 Springfield, MO 65804 

 e-mail to: jallenmarsh@gmail.com 

 Phone: 417-234-3088 

Global Mission Support 

Equal Exchange products benefit 

farmers and handicraft workers in 

developing countries. Equal Exchange 

coffee, tea, cocoa and baking chocolate  

are available at First Lutheran. 
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Many Hands Make Light Work 

Have you enjoyed reading the altar guild articles? Have you learned 

more about the altar guild’s role in the churches worship services?  

T 
he altar guild can make a needed and valuable contribution to the worship services 

of the church by making God‟s house and the services of the church more beautiful.  

We try to provide the Gospel setting so that it is more attractive to people, which 

will put them in a more receptive frame of mind for worship. 

Presently we have 10 Altar Guild members and seven persons willing to serve wine at 

communion. We should have at least 24 Altar Guild members and several more persons 

willing to serve wine so that “many hands make light work”. Summer would be a great time  

to come forward and offer to help. We would like to see the youth who have been Confirmed 

help with the serving of wine on communion Sundays. Please prayerfully consider this area  

of service to the church. Contact either Bernie Swanson (763) 535-4133 or Pat Hamm  

(763) 566-7814 with questions and/or your desire to assist.  

In God‟s Service, 

Pat Hamm and Bernie Swanson 

Altar Guild Co-coordinators 

Holy Communion 

Youth 

Youth Kansas City Mission Trip 

Kansas City, MO Mission Trip 

On Sunday, July 12 , three adults and 

thirteen youth will travel to Kansas City, 

MO to become the hands and feet of 

Jesus.  The group is comprised of  

Rebecka Rakow, Kris Swartchck, Joe 

Young, Erica Linderhoem, Jesstin 

Larson, James Miller, Katrina Cizuzar, 

Hailey Johnson, James Miller, Katrina 

Cibuzar, Hailey Johnson, Analise Adams, 

Michael Sullivan, Lisa Harris, Logan Olesen, 

Nick Johnson, David Swartchich and Kelsey 

and Ashley Rakow. During the week the team 

will be sharing their faith with inner city kids, 

the elderly and helping with the homeless.  

Please remember this group in your prayers. 

Youth Kickball Tournament 

Youth grades 6-12 are invited to participate in a Youth Kickball Tournament on 

July 18 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  You‟ll be playing against other churches from the 

area. If you are interested in participating, please contact Kathy Larson, 763-560-

8716, or the church office, 763-537-4576. 

 Coming up in August 

 August 9-14: Camp Wapo 

 August 26: Lutheran night at the Twins   
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Hasn’t is been fun to watch the house go up?! 

A 
s we are writing this article, we are five weeks 

into the construction of the Habitat house.  As 

you have likely noticed, it is coming along well. 

The original projection was that the First 

Lutheran volunteers would be installing the wall board, 

however, it has already been completed!  We have been 

assured, though, that there will still be plenty of work for 

us to do. 

We would like to thank all of our members who have 

worked on the house, and a special thanks to all those who 

have been getting up early to make coffee and lemonade 

for the crew. So far we haven‟t missed a morning, and we 

have served about 2,000 cups of Equal Exchange coffee!   

The workers are grateful for the fresh coffee each morning 

at 8:00 a.m. 

Additional volunteers are needed to make lunch the week 

of July 13-17.  Please contact Jackie Mortenson at 763- 

535-2797 or sign up in the Narthex.  Also, more workers 

are needed to build, so PLEASE sign up or call Al 

Anderson at 763-537-1876. 

Retirement Thanks! 

A mere „thank you‟ cannot describe the depth of my 

appreciation for all you have meant to me over the 

years and the kindness you have shown me.  Thank 

you for the luggage given for my retirement (I'm using 

it this weekend!) and the touching and funny stories at 

my farewell luncheon.  I'll continue to be a part of life 

as a volunteer when I am able.  This place is too much 

fun to quit „cold  turkey‟! 

God bless you,  

Linda Rasmussen 

Thrivent Builds with Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity 
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by the wedding families. Carol brings her 

bright personality and love of organizing 

social gatherings to our staff.  

Sue Wolfe is a daughter of the congregation. 

She is a counselor/therapist with a practice in 

Edina and has agreed to become our „on-call‟ 

Family Counselor. Through Pastor Folkerts, 

Sue or one of her colleagues will supervise 

premarital counseling for our wedding 

couples. She will also be available for 

personal and family counseling. You may 

contact her through Pastor Dave or directly at 

952-922-1977, ext. 5. Simply mention you are 

from First Lutheran of Crystal. Any fees for 

Sue‟s services are paid directly by the 

individuals. Sue will also lead adult education 

events throughout the year.  

The Secretary position is still open as of this 

writing. Interviews are continuing.  

W 
e welcome some old friends and 

new faces to the staff at First 

Lutheran.  

Jamey Spencer, long-time 

volunteer and member of First, has been hired 

as our new Program Assistant. Jamey will be 

working 15 hours a week. She will be assisting 

Pastor Dave and the committees of the church 

to become better organized for their special 

missions. Jamey brings enthusiasm and 

organization to a long-needed position. She has 

experience in both the commercial and non- 

profit worlds. She has already proven herself to 

be a blessing as a volunteer, and we are happy to 

have her on staff.  

Carol Johnson, a long-time member of the 

congregation, has been „hired‟ as our Wedding 

and Event Coordinator. Carol will oversee and 

assist couples with their wedding ceremonies 

and coordinate hospitality events at the church. 

Carol‟s salary for weddings will be paid directly 

Jamey Spencer 

New Faces on the First Lutheran Staff  

Carol Johnson Sue Wolfe 

30/50 Group Picnic 

This spring, Pastor Folkerts began inviting members of the church who are between 30 and 50 

years old to a series of Monday evening conversations.  These chat sessions proved so enriching 

that he will be inviting the group to a picnic on the deck to be held on Monday, July 27  from 

5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  At 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. we will worship together during the regularly scheduled 

Monday worship service and then we‟ll continue our conversation until 8:00 p.m.  Hamburgers 

and hot dogs will be provided. Bring a salad or dessert. Watch your mail for an invitation, and let 

us know if you‟re coming by returning the enclosed post card or by calling Jamey at the church 

office 763.537.4576.  
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Stewardship Life according to God’s Word 

Fear to Faith: The Holy Spirit creates faith and 

enlightens us to the abundance of God’s love 

Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose 

confidence is in him. He will be like a tree planted by the 

water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not 

fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has 

no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear 

fruit (Jeremiah 17:7). 

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will 

wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body 

more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the 

air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and 

yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 

more valuable than they? (Matthew 6:25-26). 

Scarcity to Abundance: God gives to God’s 

people their daily bread 

Your love, O God, reaches to the heavens, your 

faithfulness to the skies. Your righteousness is like the 

mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep. O 

Lord, you preserve both man and beast. How priceless is 

your unfailing love! Both high and low among men find 

refuge in the shadow of your wings. They feast on the 

abundance of your house; you give them drink from your 

river of delights. For with you is the fountain of life; in 

your light we see light (Psalm 36:5-9). 

Ownership to Stewardship: All that we have 

comes from God and is not ours to exploit 

The heavens are yours, and yours also the earth; you 

founded the world and all that is in it (Psalm 89:11). 

Membership to Discipleship:  

Earthly allegiances do not matter.  

Only discipleship of Jesus Christ endures. 

What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only 

servants, through whom you came to believe as the lord 

has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos 

watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who 

plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who 

makes things grow (1 Cor. 5-6). 

 

 

Maintenance to Ministry: Ministry and not 

maintenance is the purpose of financial 

stewardship 

For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: 

I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be 

their God, and they will be my people (2 Cor. 6:16). 

Isolation to Community Connection:  

When each member of Christ’s body builds up 

the other, all thrive 

From [Christ] the whole body, joined and held together 

by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up 

in love, as each part does its work (Ephesians 4:16). 

Paying the Bills to Engaging in God’s Mission: 

Congregational giving is not about staying afloat 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare 

the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 

his wonderful light (1Peter 2:9). 

Privacy to Openness: Jesus talked about money 

and so should we 

Crisis Handling to Intentional Planning: 

Multiple crises fuels fear and the myth of 

scarcity 

Each person should give what he has decided in his heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:4). 

Duty to Joy: Stewardship is not drudgery, it is a 

happy privilege ( See 2 Cor. 8:1-4). 

Last Minute to First Priority: God frees us to be 

generous first off because God will take care of 

us first off. 

Just Enough to Ridiculous Generosity:  

Imagine what amazing things God will do when 

we give generously 

God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine, according to his power that is at work within us

(Ephesians 3:20). 



 

 

Why a Women’s Organization in the 21st Century?   by Doris Sparks 

Y 
ou might find it interesting that a clergy 

woman is writing an article about the 

importance of women meeting together, but 

I want to tell my story and, in doing so, offer 

my thoughts on the answers to those questions. 

I went to seminary in 2000. I was 50 at the time. My 

journey to seminary and to ordination was facilitated by 

many women who had first gone to the women‟s 

missionary society meetings with their mothers. 

In the 1970s, I was one of the young women in my 

women‟s group, the kind who are still longed for in 

women‟s groups throughout the ELCA today. The 

women I met when I was a young adult nurtured me, 

mentored me, and helped me through raising three 

children, moving, depression, and all of life‟s struggles. 

I never had a sister, but I continue to have many sisters 

in Christ. 

There are not many things in the church or in the 

women‟s organization that I have not done: council 

meetings, newsletters, janitorial duties, visiting the 

sick, Bible studies, kitchen duties, Sunday school, 

vacation Bible school, (and that‟s before seminary!).  

I found that true heart-to-heart sharing usually only 

occurred when I was with small groups of women.  

 When I was young, grandmothers lived near or with 

their families. There was built-in help and support for 

both the significant and the daily challenges of life, 

from birthing to the first gray hair. By contrast, my 

children live in three different states, and this is the 

norm, not the exception. Add to the mix women who 

grew up in dysfunctional families and never had loving 

support, and you have the status of many, many women 

today: lacking the basic support of other women. 

You can be in a meeting with men for days and know 

nothing about them, but if you spend two hours with a 

group of women, you‟ll know all about all sorts of 

intimate details. (You‟re smiling, aren‟t you?) This level 

of trust and sharing does not occur in our corporate or 

professional lives, where the challenges of life are seen 

as weaknesses or obstacles rather than the normal 

rhythms of life. In our sophistication and modernity, we 

have become isolated. The remedy to that is Women of 

the ELCA: “A community of women.” 

We are more isolated than ever before. Women need 

connections to others, older and younger, in order to 

pass on and receive shared wisdom and life stories, and 

to learn from one another‟s faith walks. In this way, we 

become strong, vibrant women. 

The mission of Women of the ELCA is “to mobilize 

women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 

Women have always banded together to do things. 

Women don‟t just talk about things, we act. That is how 

we got the vote and how so many other things get done. 

Every woman is “called to discipleship in Jesus Christ.” 

Most women lament that they don‟t have enough time 

for everything, but this organization provides help for 

the challenges of life and support on our journeys. All 

the women in the ELCA need to participate in the 

organization that so clearly defines who they are and 

what they are about. 

I am passionate about this organization because I know 

many women who have had their gifts affirmed here 

and have gone on to be business women, mothers, 

grandmothers, pastors, and every other walk of life. 

They were strong in faith, they encouraged others, and 

they shared the gospel with others. There is a place here 

for you, your friend, your neighbor, your daughter, and 

your mother. 

The greatest invitation ever offered was “come and see.” 

I invite you to invite others to “come and see” what 

Women of the ELCA is all about.  

Reprinted with permission from Interchange, churchwide newsletter of Women of the ELCA, 

Copyright 2009 Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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Job Transition S.O.S.  

Strategies, Opportunities & Support 

Thrivent Family Day at the Zoo 

July 12, 4-8:30 p.m. 

Visit the returning AFRICA! exhibit and the brand-

new Woodland Adventure play area at the Minnesota 

Zoo, 13000 Zoo Blvd., Apple Valley, MN. Admission: 

$5/person (cash only please) for Thrivent Financial 

members and guests.  Kids 5 and under free.  No 

RSVP required, simply bring postcard invitation to 

the gate for discounted tickets. Postcard invitations 

will be available in the office of First Lutheran Church 

two weeks prior to the event. 

Enjoy FREE beverages at the Thrivent Financial Tent 

(until 6:30 p.m.), monorail rides, musical 

entertainment, and bird show.  

IMAX movie tickets to Transformers 2  

Cost: $12 (reg. $15) Available by calling Zoo Hotline 

at 763-746-3280.  

A portion of ticket proceeds from this event will 

benefit Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity. 

T 
he volatile economy and increasing 

number of job losses are tough on all of us, 

both financially and emotionally. Thrivent 

Financial for Lutherans recognizes that 

these issues are heavy on the minds of our members 

and our community.  

Alleviate your distress by learning simple, actionable 

strategies from industry expert Catherine Breet-Byers 

(www.changeyourstripes.net) on how to: 

Differentiate yourself in a tight job market. 

Network for success and interview to win. 

Overcome the obstacles and knock your financial 

fears out of the way.  

You‟ll also find opportunities to take these strategies 

and customize them for your individual job hunt. You 

will leave knowing that you have support from your 

faith community and your Thrivent Community. 

If you personally have not experienced a job 

loss, but know someone who has, please 

encourage them to attend this seminar. 

Together, we can achieve more. 

Immediately following, Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans is hosting optional informational sessions 

dealing with the financial issues many of us find 

ourselves facing during this transitional period. We 

will be addressing the underlying question, “How do I 

manage my expenses to survive this difficult financial 

time?” as well as answering common concerns 

surrounding health insurance options and 401(k) 

management.  

There is no cost to attend. No products will be sold at 

this event. 

 Job Transition S.O.S. 

 Tuesday, July 7 , 6:30-8:30 p.m.  

 Holy Nativity Lutheran Church  

 3900 Winnetka Ave. N. New Hope, MN 55427  

 To register, visit  

 http://thriventsosholynativity.eventbrite.com  

 or call Rev. Jason Wahlsrom at 763-545-1647.  

 Be sure to mention your name.  
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Return Service Requested 

Our Mission: 

We are called to awaken  

the Spirit of Christ… 

In ourselves, through a commitment to  

a life of learning, worship, and prayer. 

In our community, by dedication to the 

renewal of our family, our neighbors, and 

the disenfranchised, by the practice of  

our faith through acts of justice, mercy, 

and kindness.  

In our world,  

by nurture of 

compassionate 

partnership with 

diverse cultures to 

strengthen our common faith, for the 

enrichment of all people in Christ Jesus. 

Special Congregational Meeting  

A brief special meeting of the congregation will be held 

following the 9:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday,  

July 19. The purpose of this meeting is to fulfill the 

constitutional requirement asking the congregation to 

consider changing the length of Council terms from three 

years to two. This recommendation from the previous 

Council was announced at the May semi-annual meeting 

of the congregation. The constitution requires a 60-day 

waiting period until an initial vote may be taken. July 19 

meets that requirement. Following this meeting the 

recommendation will then await its final vote at the 

January 2010 meeting of the church. Any new Council 

terms will be considered effective retro-active to their 

May 2009 election.  

***** 

Summer Worship  

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. and Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 

Enjoy Equal Exchange coffee, treats and fellowship  

afterwards on the newly renovated courtyard. 


