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The Bible is filled with amazing accounts happening to ordinary people.
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Take the events that took placeon the day of Pentecost... paﬁi
ou remember the story, donodt you?gFoI IStewardsgipt he cruc
di sciples were in hiding, gripped:with Pa98% . Then th
them. While we tend to focus on their newly found language skills, the
real miracle of the day was that they gained courage to leave their fears
behind. I f youdre thinking this isnot a bAiCognmlgni?y%ledithiriA"c'ti%nt i m
e raor

fears. 1toés o6ordinaryd for us to be afrai
fears behind. :

On Pentecost, what changed was mor e thafln
What changed was the ability to 6lived i
same. The entire pathway of their lives went off in new directions. The Spirit does

that to wus. It oO6birthsd the church andés

Continues on page 11
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2 First Lutheran Church of Crystal

Putting Our Faith into Action

We, at First Lutheran Church, stretch our hearts
and hands across the ocean to people in need by
participating in the Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
Community Quilt Project.

Each May, the quilts we have created are draped
over the church pews for everyone to see and enjoy.
These quilts are blessed by Pastor Folkerts on

Mot her s Day.

The quilts are then sent around the world to

women, children, and men in need. These gifts
make a difference by providing warmth and
comfort. Since 1945 Lutherans across the US
have been involved in this worthy endeavor.

The Quilters at First Lutheran Church invite you to join
them the first and third Monday of each month from
9:30 a.m. to noon in the Community Room. Stop by to
get acquainted and see whether you would like to be part
of this meaningful project. For more information, contact
Barb Tvedt. \

Bonfire: A Time for Wisdom

As we look forward to our joint Bonfire Pentecost deeply understand and be under
Celebration on May 23 at 10:00 a.m. at Cooper and renewing vocabulary of life.
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n his introduction to Acts, Eugene Peterson, with all of us. \

author of The Messages ay s, A The st orWithgrdatadtieigatios!

doesnod6t end with Jesus. | Rr. Devadriéchielt ues i n t y i ves

of those who love him. The supernatural does
not stop with Jesus. Luke makes in clear that these
Christians he wrote about were no more spectators of
Jesus thar_l Jesus was a specta}tor_of Godo they a}rg in Cost: $27/dozen,
F)n the actlon_ of God, God acting in the_m, God living $16/half dozen.
in them. Which also means, of course, in us.0

$3.50/each. "
They were all together in one place when the Feast

of Pentecost came. We, too, will be together, at one % s
worship service and at one place! And the promised Bonﬁ re M| n lStry
wind will be breathed into us, the Holy Spirit will spread

throughout our assembly like wildfire, and we will more

P.S. In honor of Pentecost,
red geraniums will be
available for sale.
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Staff News

Jamey Spencer has been our part-time Program
Assistant for over a year now. She has been
instrumental in reorganizing our office and the way
it communicates with the congregation and its
ministries. As of April 1, Jamey has accepted a full-
time position and will no longer be a paid employee
of First Lutheran. We will miss seeing her every
day. She has promised to remain a faithful volunteer
Jamey Spencer in coming months. We thank her for her service to
First Lutheran (both paid and unpaid) and ask that
God bless her new venture in life. \

Adult Forums
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Sunday, May 2: Charitable Giving

This forum will help us learn how being a steward of our time, talents,
and treasures can provide powerful gifts to our congregation and other
charitable organizations. Sponsored by Thrivent. \

Because of many other activities this month, and since we all enjoy a
slower pace in the summer, the next forum will be in September.

Global Mission Support

Equal Exchange coffee, tea, cocoa and baking chocolate are
available at First Lutheran. Equal Exchange products benefit
farmers and handicraft workers in developing countries. \
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Jesus Christ is Risen Today! Alleluia!

e embark on our journeys of faith with cleansing,
renewal, and new beginnings. Pastor Dave, so
succinctly, through the Gospels, on Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday, and Easter, shared with us the most

remar kabl e st or yhood,hisdeahson theicross,endv a n {

the glory of His resurrection. Je¢ , 0 @

His resurrection, we have been given the opportunity to begin anew!

Every day we rise with the promise of a new day from God, our Father.

Thanks be to God! So, what are you going to do today? What choices

are you going to make on your faith walk with God?

In alignment with the Christian calendar, we will come together on
Sunday, June 6 after the 9:30 a.m. service

%
to share First Lutheran ministry stories at
our Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting. ~
Ministry Teams will present written reports

that reflect where our ministries have taken

us in the past year and where we are being

led as we keep our eyes and ears open to
Godos fAlighto and Awor

Risen Christ! Risen Lord! \

Linda Van Ryn Sincerely and humbly in Christ,
Congregation Linda Van Ryn
President

Global Missions Update

Thank you for your support! Table of the Minneapolis Area Synod for churches in
Some of the money from recent fundraisers will be used a companion relationship with congregations in the

to resume support of the evangelists who work in the global church. It will be held on Thursday, May 13 at
outreach areas of our Mubi, Nigeria partner church. St. Barnabas Lutheran Church in Plymouth. Main topic

will be how to involve children and youth
in companion relationships.

Some will be retained for a future trip to
Nigeria to reconnect with our partners,

possibly in fall, 2011. Water and Wells in Nigeria

Jay Johnson has returned from a six-week
experience traveling to Nigeria as a water

engineer while working with the Lutheran
cinnamon roll and conversation (provided Church of Christ. To see pictures and learn

that the ovens work!) Cinnamon rolls will about the people he met, his purpose, and

also be available to take home. what he found about the status of water

and wells in Nigeria, visit J:
jayinnigeria2010.blogspot.com. \

Fellowship and Cinnamon Rolls
On Sunday, May 16, stop by the
Community Room between services for a

Companion Congregation Celebration
Some members of First Lutheran will attend the
celebration sponsored by the Global Companion
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Praise Him with the Lute, Harp (and Organ)
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n late February, we replaced our old organ with a
used Rodgers electronic organ. Not only did the
organ have the features and sound that we felt
important, but its price was extremely affordable.

Over a few weeks time, several church members, our
organist, and Pastor Dave visited the Rodgers studio to
hear the organ first-hand. The group enthusiastically
recommended its purchase and the Council approved the
purchase using 2009 undesignated memorial funds.

Thanks to the hard work of Property Team, the old organ
has been removed and the new speaker cabinets have
been constructed.

As | write this article, we are eagerly anticipating the
installation of the Rodgers electric organ. And on Sunday,
April 18, we will enjoy the sounds of the organ for the first
time at First Lutheran.

In lieu of Music Sunday on May 2,
we have invited Dr. Jim Hockin to
be our guest organist for both the
8:00 and 10:00 a.m. service. He has
served as a Twin Cities organist for
over 35 years at various churches
and is the local voicer and workshop
presenter for Rodgers. Since 1997,
Jim has been actively working with
organists and churches to learn how
to get the most out of their Rodgers
organs and sound modules.

Dr. Jim Hockin

In addition to offering an extended prelude and postlude
on May 2, Dr. Hockin will lead the choir and congregation
in the singing of Ahymns,

Bring your family and invite your friends and neighbors
to join us in making a joyful noise together as we
celebrate the sounds of our Rodgers electric organ on
Music Sunday, May 2!\

Shalom, Mariana
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Greetings from St. Olaf,
your urban partnership church

Thank you for supporting St. Olaf. Despite your
own financial challenges, I rejoice that you
continue to find resources to help our urban
partnership church. Your contributions are used

in meaningful ways. Though you give directly to

St. Olaf, you are listed as a participant in the

Smys no Make? World IofrDiIff(%ren%? Proggam nas
through which the R/IPnneapolis Aréa Synod Fundd ° -
vital ministries in strategic areas such as our After
School Program, Outreach Youth Ministry,

Sunday School, and more. Thank you for your
prayers and support. \

Peace,
Pastor Dale
St. Olaf Lutheran Church
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May 2010 Calendar

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY w
2 3 4 5
8:00 am Worship(5)(communion) 9:30 am E.5.L.(6)(9) 9:30 am Debra’s Circle(Bible 9:30 am E.5.
10:00 am Worship(5){communion) 9:30 am Quilters(2) Study)(2) 1:00 pm O.A
9:00 am Youth Bible Study 1:00 pm FLCW board mtg. 10:00 am Staff Mtg.(2) 7:00 pm Cha
9:00 am Three-Part Series on Legacy Giving 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 10:00 am Study & Buddyil)
& Money Matters For Adults 630 pm 5.0.5.(10) 6:20 pm Team Chair Mtg(6) 6:30 pm Con

11:15 am Open Forum (Community Room) 7:30 pm ALAL(2) 7:00 pm Ministry Tearm Mtg of Year Party
9 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 10 11 12
8:00 am Worship(5)(communion) 9:39 am E',S'L":E”g} 10:00 am Staff Mtg.(2) 9:30 am E.5.
9:00 am Youth Bible Study :gg pm E't:ll_le Si';d"'lrm 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) 11:15 am 5e
: m Esther Circle . . .
10:00 am Worship(5)(communion) fmeeI:s . hc:me:‘.}l 1:00 pm Rebecca Circle(1) 1:00 pm O.A
. 6:00 pm Con
1:00 pm Eagle Scouts Ceremony(5)(4)(7) 5:00 pm Global Missions 700 i"ﬂ o
6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 2:00 om Cha
NO FORUMS FOR THE SUMMER 6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10) p
7:30 pm ALAL[Z)
16 17 18 19
&:00 am Worship(5){communion) 9:30 am E.S.L.(6)(9) 9:30 am Debra’s Circle(Crafts) | 9:30 am E.5.
9:00 am Fellowship Hour{No Forum)Come 9:30 am Quilters(2) 10:00 am Staff Mtg.(2) 1:00 prm O.A
for fresh cinnamon rolls, sponsored by 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) 6:00 pm Con
Global Missions(2) 6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10) 1:00 pm Rachel Circle(1) 7:00 pm Con
9:00 am Education Hour(4) 7:00 pm Grief Support(1) 6:30 pm Executive Mtg(1) 6:00 pm Join
9:00 am Youth Bible Study(6) 7:30 pm ALAL(2) 7:00 pm Mary Magdalene DAYD
9:00 am Adult Bible Study(1) Circle (In homes)
10:00 am Worship(5){communion)
23 24 25 26 9:30a
Joint Bonfire Event 9:30 am E.5.L.{6)(9) 10:00 am Staff Mtg.(2) 9:30 am Sen
10:00 am Pentecost Service 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) Committee [
Cooper High School auditorium 6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10) 6:00 pm Council Dinner(2) 1:00 pm O.A
7230 pm AAL(2) 6:20 pm Council Meeting(2 6:00 pm Con
5:00—7:00 pm Men's Fellowship Dinner 7:00 pm Con
5t. James Lutheran Church 7:00 pm Cha
30 31 1. Conference Room 7. Kitche
9:30 am Worship(5) 9:30 am E.5.L.(6)(9) 2. Community Room 8. Chape
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 3. Music Room 9. Sunda
MO FORUM 6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10) 4. Fellowship Hall 10. Sunda
730 pm AAL(2) 5. Sanctuary 11. Courty
6. Youth Room 12, Sacrist
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EDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1
SDA Here All Day
(5)(3)(4)(3)

6 7 8

-(6)(9) 9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2) 10:00 am Bible study(2) | SDA Here All Day

(2) 5:00 pm Alleluia Ringers(3) 7:00 pm SDA(5) (5)(3)(4)(9)

ir(3)

firmation Joint Event — End

DAYD

-(6)(9)

vior Ministry Bus Tour
12)

firm. Dinner at HOH
firmation at HOH

ir(3)

13

9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2)
12:00 pm = 1:30 pm Clergy
Synod/Conference Mtg.(6)
12:30 pm Loose Threads

5:00 pm Alleluia Ringers(3)

14

10:00 am Bible Study(2)
5:30 Bible Study(2)

7:00 pm SDA(S)

7:00 pm Youth “Bowling
for Missions” at New
Hope Bowl

15
SDA Here All Day (5)(3)(4)(9)

-(6)(9)

12)

firmation Dinner at HOH
firmation at HOH

t Choir Dinner/Rehearsal(3)

20

9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2)
5:00 pm Alleluia Ringers(3)

21

10:00 am Bible Study(2)
7:00 pm SDA(5S)

22
SDA Here All Day (5)(3)(4)(9)

n E.S.L.(6){9)

or Ministry Steering
Mg.(1)

12)

firm. Dinner at HOH
firmation at HOH
ir(3)

27

9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2)
12:30 pm Loose Threads(2)
5:00 pm Alleluia Ringers(3)

28

10:00 am Bible Study(2)
7:00 pm SDA(5)

DAYD

29
SDA Here All Day (5)(3)(4)(9)

n
|

y School Room
vy School Office
ard

¥
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Youth

Wildfire Year-End Confirmation Concert
Featuring nationally known singer/musician, Jonathan
Rundman held on Wednesday, May 5 from 6:30 to
8:00 p.m. at Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church.
Confirmation students from the Wildfire churches

will enjoy this special musical event.

Garden Club Plant Sale

wi || be held on Motherodés Day,
11:30 a.m. between services and after 10:00 a.m. service.

The plant sale will be held outdoors between main doors

and side door near the community room in the grassy area
(weather permitting). For more information, contact

Karen Hogenson at763-533-5650.

Mission Trip Fundraiser
ABowling for Missionso will be
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at New Hope Bowl. \

Women Men
WI_ELCAServm(_aDay Mendés Fellowship Dinner
This free event will be held at Oak Grove Lutheran The next Menés Fellowship Dinn

in Richfield on Saturday, May 8, 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Health kits and layettes will be assembled and quilts
collected. Morning coffee and lunch are provided. To
participate, call Jackie Mortenson at 763-535-2797.

Sunday, May 23, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at St. James

Lutheran Church (6700-4 6t h Pl ace North,
be serving a delicious pork chop dinner to accompany a

wonderful message from our guest speaker, Paul Johnson.

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) is in great need of He was the lead engineer and supervisor for construction
layettes and health kits. The warehouses have been of the new Twins Ball Park. Sign up by Monday, May 17.
depleted because of the recent natural disasters. Bring Contact Al Anderson at 763-537-1876. Cost: $10 \

supplies to the Community Room. Monetary donations
are also needed to cover shipping costs ($2.65/health
kit). First Lutheran will monetary donations to LWR. Se N | ors

Health Kit: one dark colored wash cloth and hand
towel, one bar of soap, one large-toothed comb, one
metal nail file or clipper with file, one adult-sized,

Senior Bus Trip
We 6 | | vVisit the Minnesota Hi st
Generation, Ben Franklin, and other exhibits on

packaged toothbrush.
Wednesday, May 13. Meet at church at 11:15 a.m. and
Layette: Two cotton shirts or onesies, two sleepers or return at 4:00 p.m. Cost: $20 (includes transportation
gowns, two receiving blankets, four cloth diapers, one and ticket). Lunch at Sarnads
sweater or sweatshirt, two full-sized washcloths, one S|gn up on the sheet near the Community room. \

bar of gentle soap. Sizes up to 24 months.

Board Meeting: The next Board Meeting will be held
on Monday, May 3, at 1:00 p.m. in the Community
Room. Visitors are welcome.
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Stewardship

Imagine you are on a beautiful beach. A hundred yards or so out in the water someone has set out some

ropes and buoys. Beyond the ropes and buoys are dangerous undertows and shark activity. Within the

boundaries, you can swim and play in safety and complete freedom. Can you go beyond the buoys? Of course

82dz Olyo LGQA LINBGdGe SlFae (G2 a6AY dzyRSNJ 6KS NRLIS
0SOlFdzaS @2dzONB tA{Sfeé (G2 3ISG adzO] SR R2gy o0& (KS

ow, think a minute about expression in our world. God has called us to be sure that
a budget. It sets safe boundaries for how to everyone is fed, safe, and welcomed. We are called to give
use money. By spending [or saving] within of ourselves, to share what we have been given, so

limits, you can safely and freely enjoy that this might come to pass.

spending. What happens when we spend [or save] beyond

First Lutheran has a budget. The boundaries of the budget
the limits? We get sucked down by the g J

are established using the previous
undertow of debt and eaten by a whole carbs e Xg R :s es and be
series of financial sharks that want a (‘\" (r’_‘_ y P

iece of us 1 well
p . w 1 as taking into account the giving
This image provides a way for us to

record of the congregation. Due to

think about boundaries and budgets 1 1 the economic climate,
in financial stewardship with bonesd budget, no extr
a sense of freedom, rather than a sense * giving or to expand programs. The

of restriction, fro 1 1 0 kadership of the church is making a

abundance great effort to stay safely within the

rather than a sense of scarcity. ropes. If we all do our part, and keep

the ropes intact, giving cheerfully and
faithfully, Godds miss
will continue unhindered. People will

be fed, safe and welcomed.

The act of giving, and the commitment
to grow that practice, establishes and
encourages our reliance on
God. Giving, first to God, is an exercise
in spiritual Thank you for generously sharing your time, talents
growth and provides cause to increase trust in God rather and treasures.
than in ourselves. A Christian steward manages on behalf . ) .

. ) . God i s goodée\AaII the time. )
of Godds mercy and justice, so that Godbés vision might fin

In the month of March, contributions received through Simply
Giving reached 30% of our total general fund contributions!
Thank you to all of the participants who helped us attain this

goal and thank you in advance to all of you future participants
who will push us to the next step of 35% by June 1. What a
wonderful boost to our summer financial stability it would be!
¢KS FT2N¥a IINB 2y GKS gLttt | ONRa
Why not pick one up and enroll today? \
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Continued from cover

On Sunday, May 23 we will celebrate Pentecost. Through the efforts of the Pastors

andLay-l eaders of the three é6Bonfired Congreg:
and First Lutheran churches), we will participate in a special joint Sunday worship

service at 10:00 a.m. in the Cooper High School Auditorium in New Hope. (This site

was chosen due to its central location to all three churches and having a space

large enough to accommodate the expected crowd of 500 worshipers.) All three

congregations will forego their own Sunday morning worship schedules that day to

come together for one common worship experience. There will be no services at any

of the three church facilities that day.

Dr. Patrick Keifert, Professor of Systematic Theology at Luther Seminary will be

our guest preacher. Dr. Keifert is also an internationally known consultant on church

revitalization and i s President and Direct
Dr. Patrick Keifert |

Professor of Systematic Theology
at Luther Seminary

nstituted in St. Paul . He brings a person
due to his experiences with the renewal of the church from Africa, to Europe, to

New Zealand. Patrick is the right voice for all three churches to hear at this time as

we come together for this special Pentecost Celebration.

This joint worship service is the latest and most visible sign of the collaboration

bet ween the o6Bonfired congr-kagagandmasy.otherhe P
interested lay-persons from all three congregations have been involved in creating

and planning the worship service, music, lay-participation, ushers assignments, and

parking lot attendants so that members of all three congregations will have a care-

free experience that morning. I know ités
you. But Pentecost was made for such thing
hour or so.

In coming weeks reminders will be posted. Maps to Cooper High will be made
available. Sign-up sheets for rides or carpooling will be posted in the Narthex and in
the office.

| &m hoping this Pentecost wil!/l become a da
decades. | 6m hoping it wildl be remembered
own time. \

Blessings!

é Pastor David Folkerts

Bonfire Ministry
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Pentecost Celebration

Join 500 worshippers on Sunday,
May 23 at 10:00 a.m. as the Pastors
and Lay-leaders of the three Bonfire
Congregations (House of Hope,

St. James, and First Lutheran
churches) come together for a special
joint worship in the auditorium of
Cooper High School in New Hope.
(See pages 1, 2 and 11 for details.)

Special guest preacher
Dr. Patrick Keifert
Professor of Systematic
Theology at Luther Seminary

Bonfire Ministry




